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ABOUT THIS BOOK 


This book is written for students following the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) History specification and covers 
‘one unit of the course. This unit is A World Divided: Superpower Relations, 1943-72, one of the Depth Studies. 
The History course has been structured so that teaching and learning can take place in any order, both in the classroom 
and in any independent learning. The book contains five chapters which match the five areas of content in the 


specification: 
1 Reasons for the Cold War Three crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia 
lm Early developments in the Cold War, 1945-49 1 The Thaw and moves towards Détente, 1963-72 


‘The Cold War in the 1950s 
Each chapter is split into multiple sections to break down content into manageable chunks and to ensure full coverage 
of the specification. 


Each chapter features a mix of learning and activities. Sources are embedded throughout to develop your 
understanding and exam-style questions help you to put learning into practice. Recap pages at the end of each chapter 
‘summarise key information and let you check your understanding. Exam guidance pages help you prepare confidently 


for the exam. 

Learning Objectives Each section Timeline Extend your knowledge 

starts with a list of what you will learn in Visual representation of events Interesting facts to encourage wider thought 

It. They are carefully tailored to address. to clarify the order in which they and stimulate discussion. They are closely 

key assessment objectives central to happened. related to key issues and allow you to add depth 
the course. 


to your knowledge and answers. 


= aT 
72.1 SOVIET EXPANSION IN EASTERN EUROPE 


I 


Key term Source ‘Activity 

Useful words and phrases are colour coded Photos, cartoons and text sources are used Each chapter includes activities 
within the main text and picked out in the margin to explain events and show you what people to help check and embed 

with concise and simple definitions. These help {rom the period sald, thought or created, knowledge and understanding 
understanding of key subject terms and support helping you to bud your understanding. 


students whose first language is not English, 


ABOUT THIS BOOK 


Recap 

At the end of each chapter, you will fing 
‘a page designed to help you consolidate 
‘and reflect on the chapter as a whole. 


Recall quiz 
This quick quiz is ideal for 
‘checking your knowledge 
oF for revision, 


Exam-style question 
‘Questions tailored to 

the Pearson Edexcel 
‘specification to allow for 
practice and development 
(of exam writing technique. 
They also allow for 
practice responding to the 
‘command words used in 
the exams. 


‘Skills 
Relevant exam questions 
hhave been assigned the key 
‘skills which you will gain 
from undertaking them, 
allowing for a strong focus 
(on particular academic 
qualities. These transferable 
Skills are highly valued 

In further study and the 
workplace 


l 


Hint 
All exam-style questions are 
accompanied by a hint to help 
you get started on an answer. 


Exam guidance 
‘At the end of each chapter, you will find two pages designed 
to help you better understand the exam questions and how 
to answer them. Each exam guidance section focuses on 
‘particular question type that you will find in the exam, 
allowing you to approach them with confidence. 


‘Checkpoint Summary 
‘Checkpoints help you to check and reflect on ‘The main points of each 
your learning, The Strengthen section helps you to chapter are summarised 


ina series of bullet 
points. These are great 
for embedding core 
knowledge and handy for 
revision. 


consolidate knowledge and understanding, and check 
that you have grasped the basic ideas and skills 

‘The Challenge questions push you to go beyond just 
Lunderstanding the information, and into evaluation 
‘and analysis of what you have studied. 


‘Student answers 
Exemplar student answers are used to show what an 
answer to the exam question may look lke. There are 
Cften two levels of answers 60 you can see what you 
need to do to write better responses. 


= 


Hii) EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (B) QUESTIONS 


ESEse= 


Pearson Progression 
‘Sample student answers 
have been given a Pearson 
step from 1 to 12. This tells 
you how well the response 
has met the criteria in the 
Pearson Progression Map. 


Commentary 

Feedback on the quality of 
the answer is provided to 
help you understand their 
strengths and weaknesses 
and show how they can be 
improved. 


Advice on answering the 
question 

Three key questions about 
the exam question are 
answered here in order to 
‘explain what the question is 
testing and what you need to 
0 to succeed in the exam, 


TIMELINE — SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


1947 @ 

Truman Doctrine announced — 
Marshall Plan set up —| 
Cominform set up -| 


@ 1948 


| Berlin Blockade 


1946 
Churchill's ‘Iron 
Curtain’ speech 


© 1949 

1945 @ | Comecon established 

Yalta and Potsdam | _ NATO formed 

Conferences |- FOR and GDR 

established 

1943 1950 
Tehran N. Korea 
Conference invaded 
S. Korea 


1944 
D-Day Landings 


1945 @ 
End of Second World War 4 
United Nations founded 4 


TIMELINE — WORLD 


1947 @ 


Gandhi assassinated —| 


1948 @ 
Declaration of the + 
state of Israel 


1949 
Establishment of the 


People’s Republic of 
China 


TIMELINE vii 


1956 @ 


Hungarian Uprising —| 


1953 
DNA 
discovered 


1952 
Elizabeth became 
Queen of England 


1956 @ 


Suez Crisis + 


© 1960 


1959 @ | Paris Summit 


Geneva Summit —| 
Camp David Summit ~ 


— U-2 Crisis 
@ 1961 
}- Vienna Summit 
Berlin Wall built 


1962 


Cuban Missile Crisis 


@ 1963 

~ Hotline between USA and 
Soviet Union established 

}- Limited Test Ban Treaty 


1968 @ 
Prague Spring —| 

Brezhnev Doctrine — 
announced 
Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty 

1967 

Outer Space 

Treaty 


1963 @ 
President Kennedy 4 
assassinated 
1966 
Cultural Revolution 
in China 
1967 @ 
First heart transplant 4 
1968 @ 
Martin Luther King _| 
assassinated 
1969 @ 
First man on the Moon + 


Nixon visited Beijing and Moscow —| 
SALT 1 signed —| 


1972 @ 


1972 
Terrorists 
attacked 
Munich 
Olympics 


‘OR THE COLD WAR 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand the historical background to Soviet-US rivalry 
Understand the ideological differences between capitalism and communism 
Understand why relations were poor before the outbreak of the Second World War. 


EAST-WEST RELATIONS, 1943-45 


November 1943 May 1945 August 1945 
Tehran Conference: the ‘VE Day (Victory in Europe): The USA dropped atomic 
‘Big Three’ met to plan Allies defeated Hitler's bombs on Hiroshima and 
war strategy Germany Nagasaki in Japan 
February 1945 July 1945 
Yalta Conference: the ‘Big Three’ Potsdam Conference: the 
discussed arrangements for the ‘Big Three’ agreed to split 
post-war world Germany 


THE GRAND ALLIANCE 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


‘THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR 
Unlike the USA and Britain, the 
Soviet Union was invaded by 
Germany in the Second World War. 


Stalin labelled the fight to save his 
country from Nazi conquest ‘The 
Great Patriotic War’. By the time it 
ended, over 11 million Soviet soldiers 
and nearly 17 milion civiians had 
been killed. 


Between 1941 and 1945 Britain, the Soviet Union and the USA had fought 
together against Hitler's Germany in the Second World War. The leaders of the 
three countries, Roosevelt (USA), Churchill (Britain) and Stalin (Soviet Union) 
had joined in an informal agreement, which Winston Churchill later named the 
Grand Alliance. The Soviet Union had been invaded by Germany in 1941 and 
the USA and Britain provided it with weapons, ships, aircraft and food to resist 
the German invasion. 


By 1945 the Grand Alliance was close to winning the war. Britain and France 
were attacking Germany from the west and the south and Soviet forces 
were attacking from the east. On 25 April 1945, Soviet and US forces 

finally met at the River Elbe in central Germany and it was only a matter 

of time before they reached the German capital, Berlin, and Germany was 
defeated. 


Although the USA and the Soviet Union were allies, they were very suspicious 
of each other. This can be seen in Stalin's determination that Soviet forces 
should enter Berlin before US forces did. It has been estimated that 70,000 
Soviet soldiers died as a result of Stalin’s orders to attack and occupy the city 
before the Americans arrived. The Allies had already agreed to divide Germany 
and Beriin after the war (see page 14) but Stalin wanted to gain control of 
important German military sites (see Extract A). 


REASONS F 


LD WAR 


Read Extract A. 
What does this extract tell you 
about Stalin's views on the 
relationship between the Soviet 
Union and the USA? 


PERPOWER RELATION! 


1943-72 


EXTRACT A 


ABritish historian explains why Stalin was determined to reach Berlin first. 


Stalin was desperate to get his hands on the German nuclear research centre, 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in the southwest of Berlin ~ before the Americans 
got there, The Soviets knew through their spies of the American atomic bomb 
programme. Stalin's own nuclear programme, Operation Borodino, was not 
‘moving fast enough and Soviet scientists wanted to find out exactly what the 
Germans had come up with during the war. 


DETERIORATING RELATIONS 


Study Source A. 

1 How can you tell that this 
pictured was arranged, 
rather than just an unplanned 
photograph of the troops 
meeting? 

2 Why do you think it was 

taken? 


By the end of April 1945, Soviet troops had taken control of large parts of 
Berlin and Hitler accepted that Germany was beaten. On 29 April 1945 he 
married his long-term girifriend, Eva Braun, and on 30 April they committed 
suicide together. On 8 May Germany formally surrendered 


‘SOURCE A 


‘An American soldier and a Soviet soldier greet each other at the River Elbe in Germany in 
April 1945, 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


VICTIMS OF THE WAR 

Hitler was not the only German leader to take his own life at the end of the war. 
The Nazi minister of propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, had his six children (Helga, 
12, Hildegard, 11, Helmut, 9, Holdine, 8, Hedwig, 6 and Heidrun, 4) injected with 
morphine to put them to sleep. Then cyanide was pushed into their mouths to kill 
them. Goebbels did this because he saw no future in a Germany without Hitler. 
Alter the children’s deaths, Goebbels shot his wife, and then himsett 


‘A Figure 1.1 The Allied invasion of Germany 


KEY TERMS 


‘superpowers the name given to the 
‘two most powerful nations in the world at 
this time ~ the USA and the Soviet Union 


Soviet Union short for Union of 


Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). The 
republics were Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and several 
smaller countries. In theory, all republics 
were partners in the union, but in 
practice, it was ruled from Moscow, the 
capital of Russia 


Moscow 
° 


SOVIET UNION 


TURKEY 


4 Soviet forces 


“¢ British and US forces 


Allied bombing raids 
c 5 
o 4 ) 


But the friendly relationship between the USA and the Soviet Union did 
not last. It worsened so rapidly that, within a year, they had begun a ‘Cold 
War’. This was not a military conflict, it was more a war of words. Each of 
the two ‘superpowers’ used propaganda, spying and the threat of war 
to try to force its views on the other. Military alliances were formed and 
huge arsenals of conventional and nuclear weapons were developed. 
Fortunately, those weapons were never used in any direct fighting between 
the superpowers themselves. 


‘The Soviet Union and the USA had been happy to co-operate in the 
Second World War, so why had relations deteriorated so dramatically by 
the end of 19457 


The truth was that in 1945 relations simply returned to where they had been 
before the war. At the start of the war, the relations between the Soviet Union 
and the West had been poor and there was little trust between them. That lack 
of trust can be explained by looking at the different set of beliefs they had and 
the way that they had treated each other since the dramatic year 1917, when 
first the tsar was overthrown, and then a communist government was set up in 
Russia, 


RE 


‘OR THE COLD WAR 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


IDEOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES 


BETWEEN COMMUNISM 
AND CAPITALISM 


KEY TERMS 


ideology a set of shared beliefs. In 
1941, the USA and the Soviet Union had 


The basis for mistrust between East and West was that they had such different 
ideological beliefs. The Soviet Union feared that the West wanted to impose 
their beliefs on the Soviet people and the West feared that the Soviet Union 
wanted to spread its beliefs worldwide. The most important disagreement was 
‘over how countries should be run. The USA and Britain followed an ideology 
called capitalism, whilst the Soviet Union followed a different ideology — 
communism. These opposing ideologies meant there was tension between 
the member countries from the beginning of the Grand Alliance. When it 
became clear that Nazi Germany (and its ally, Japan) would be defeated, the 
tension increased as the different ideologies led to conflict over how Europe 
should be governed after the war. 


ditferent ideologies concerning how a 
country should be governed and how its 
society should work DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NATIONS 
ee to own property an 

businesses, and to make money. The POLITICS ——Single-party rule Free elections with a choice of 
USA's economic ideology was capitalist parties to vote for 
‘communism communists believe 

‘ SOCIAL Classless society, everyone equal Some people have more power 
that all property, including homes and Sacre pico acany 
businesses, should belong tothe state, fatkarsands eakhy chasse 
ems oa member of ea ‘or personal achievements) 

a fair share. Communism is base 
(on the writings of Karl Marx and was the ECONOMY — All property owned by the Private ownership and a 
political and economic ideology of the state, no individual ownership competition between businesses 
Soviet Union 
RIGHTS Rights ofall workers more Individual freedoms valued but 
important than individual rights limited by majority opinion 
EARLY CONFLICT THE REVOLUTION 


Another reason why relations were poor before the Second World War was 
that the Soviet Union resented the actions of Britain and France, who had 
originally tried to prevent the communists ruling in Russia. 


In the First World War (1914-18) Russia (as the Soviet Union was then called) 
had fought on the same side as Britain and France (and later the USA). 
However, in October 1917 there was a revolution in Russia and a Bolshevik 
(later called communist) government took over. The Bolsheviks faced 
‘opposition to their rule within Russia and could not fight a civil war in their own 
country and a war against Germany and its allies at the same time. So they 
made a peace treaty with Germany and dropped out of the First World War. 
Britain, France and the USA were furious that Russia had made peace with 
Germany and also disapproved of the Bolsheviks’ political beliefs. So they sent 
forces to Russia to support the Bolshevik opponents, They wanted to defeat 
the Bolsheviks and get Russia back into the war. They failed on both counts. 
Allied forces returned home, but the Bolsheviks were left in no doubt that the 
West wanted to see them overthrown. 


‘OR THE ( 


DETERIORATING RELA 
IN THE 1920s AND 1930s 


TENSIONS AND 
DISAGREEMENTS DURING 


THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


KEY TERM 


second front another centre of 
fighting. The Soviet Union and Germany 


were fighting on the Eastern Front. 
Stalin wanted Britain and the USA to 
start another front in France 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


‘The Bolsheviks won their civil war and in 1922 Russia changed its name to the 
Soviet Union and was run as a communist country. As the West disapproved 
‘of communism, during the 1920s and 1930s relations were poor. They became 
even worse just before the outbreak of the Second World War. 

1 In 1938, Britain, France and Italy agreed to allow Hitler to take over parts of 
Czechoslovakia which contained large numbers of ethnic Germans. The 
Soviet Union and Nazi Germany were bitter enemies and Czechoslovakia 
was close to the borders of the Soviet Union, but the Soviet leader, Stalin, 
‘was not even asked for his opinion. He realised that the Western powers 
had no interest in a friendly relationship with his country. Indeed, he 
was convinced that they would be happy if his country was attacked by 
Germany and the communist system of government destroyed. 

1B Relations became even worse before the outbreak of the Second World 
War. Britain and France knew that Hitler wanted to take over Poland. But 
they knew that he would not invade because the Soviet Union also wanted 
to take over parts of Poland and would not allow Hitler to conquer it. But 
then in August 1939 came the astonishing news that Hitler and Stalin had 
signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact. They agreed to split Poland between them. 
Britain and France felt betrayed by Stalin's actions, but he had come to 
realise that they had no interest in helping the Soviet Union. 

In September 1939, both Soviet and German forces entered Poland and 
took control. Britain and France had no choice but to declare war on 
Germany. The Second World War had started. It was not until Hitler invaded 
the Soviet Union in June 1941 that the Soviet Union and the West came 
together on the same side. 


Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin are often referred to as ‘the Big Three’, since 
it was their beliefs and ambitions that dominated world politics from 1941 
until Roosevelt's death in 1945. The suspicions that Churchill and Roosevelt 
had about Stalin (and indeed the suspicions Stalin had about Roosevelt and 
Churchill) played a major role in shaping relations from 1941. The differences 
in the leaders’ personal political beliefs reinforced these suspicions and were 
an important reason for the breakdown of relations as the Second World War 
was ending. 


Churchill and Roosevelt feared that Stalin wanted to install communism in the 
Eastern European countries that Germany had conquered. Stalin feared that 
Churchill and Roosevelt wanted to see Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union 
fight a long war, destroying the resources of both countries and making them 
both weak after the war. Stalin saw this as the reason why Britain and the USA 
had delayed the opening of a second front until 1944, This was needed to 
take the pressure off the Soviet Union on the Eastern Front. Stalin believed that 
the delay was deliberate so that the Soviet Union would be made weaker by 
having to fight the Germans on its own. 


After the defeat of Germany, the Wester Allies continued to fight together 
against Japan. In August 1945, the Americans dropped two atomic bombs on 
Japan. They had kept the news of these developments secret from Stalin until 
the very last moment. He was worried that this was done because the Americans 
might be thinking of using such bombs against the Soviet Union in the future. 


So, once the war came to an end, it was clear that relations between the three 
countries were likely to become strained. The ideological differences and 

loss of trust between them meant it was almost impossible to agree on how 
post-war Europe should be governed. 


REASONS FOR THE 


LD WAR SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


¥ Figure 1.2 Stalin, Churchill and Roosevelt 


Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945) 

President of the USA: 1933-45 

He believed strongly in democracy but compromised and formed an 
alliance with Stalin, After Japan bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941, 
Roosevelt thought he would need Soviet support against Japan. His 
desire for Soviet support explains why he was not always as tough in 
negotiations with Stalin as Churchill would have liked. Roosevelt 
believed any long-term settlement would only be possible if the Soviet 
Union was accepted as a superpower and partner in peace. 


Winston Churchill (1874-1965) 

Prime minister of Britain: 

1940-45, 1951-55 

As a Conservative from an aristocratic family, Churchill had very 
traditional values. He believed strongly in the British Empire at a 
time when many others — including Franklin Roosevelt — thought 
colonies should be allowed freedom to rule themselves. His political 
attitudes made him deeply suspicious of Stalin. Throughout the time of 
the Grand Alliance he saw his role as trying to stop Soviet expansion. 


Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) 

Leader of the Soviet Union: 

19203-1958 

Stalin strengthened one-party rule in the Soviet Union and cut back on 
people’s individual rights. He was convinced that the West wanted to 
destroy communism, so the Soviet Union had to stand firm in any 
negotiations with the Western ‘superpower’, the USA, and its close 
ally, Britain. He believed it was important to keep Germany weak and 
set up an area of pro-Soviet countries as a ‘buffer zone’ between 
Germany and the Soviet Union. 


NS FOR THE C 


LD WAR SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

‘The American president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, had contracted polio in 1921 when 
he was 39 years old, The disease paralysed Roosevelt from the waist down, though 
he later managed to stand and walk very short distances with the help of leg braces. 
Despite his disability, he was elected governor of New York in 1929 and president in 
11932, Although the White House had to have ramps fitted for Roosevelt's wheelchair, 
many people did not know of his disability. He was usually photographed from a 
distance, whilst standing, and pictures of him in a wheelchair were not made public. 


Victory over Germany was 
‘victory for communism. Our 
CO People made enormous sacrifices in 
the war and that gives us the right to 
introduce communism in Eastern 
Europe, and eventually throughout 
the world, We will make them into 
Soviet satelite states, under our 
control, They will provide us with 
useful raw materials and help 
protect us from possible future 
attacks from the West 


Defeating fascist Germany in the’ 
‘Second World War was a victory for our 
capitalist poltical system. To keep the 
peace in future we need to support 
‘capitalism and democracy and prevent 
‘communism from spreading. People in 
‘European countries should have the 
‘same rights and freedoms as Americans 
do. That way they will be more likely to 

support us and be our ales, 


‘A Figure 1.3 A summary of US and Soviet 
attitudes after the Second World War 


EXTRACT B 


‘A description of the Cold War from a book on modem world history, published in 2008. 


‘The USA and the Soviet Union each believed that its particular political 
philosophy was the ‘right’ one. And that their system was the most fair and 
best for creating a just society. Each side, mistakenly, believed that it offered 
the only true path to ‘peace, freedom, justice and plenty’ for all. However, 
behind this idealism was the reality. Both the USA and the Soviet Union were 
motivated by their own self-interests. 


> Figure 1.4 The key characteristics of the Loans and aid 
Cold War 


Threats ye 


Gy 


10 REASONS FOR THE COLD WAR SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION ‘Study Extract B. 


What impression does the author give about the Cold War? 
| 04 | You must use Extract B to explain your answer. (6 marks) 


EXE scares prevncoom 


‘Make sure you use the information in Extract B, but make an inference from it. Don't 
just copy the words. 


Re-read Section 1.1 on the long-term causes of the Cold War. 

1 With a partner, make a list of all those causes. 

2 Now take the cause ‘fear of Bolshevism’. One of you is going to argue 
that this was the most important cause of the Cold War. One of you 
is going to argue that it wasn't. Which of you can make the more 
convincing case? 

3 Now take the other causes and have the same debate, but each time 
reverse places with your partner, so you alternate who is arguing ‘for’ 
and who is arguing ‘against’. 


1.2 THE CONFERENCES AT TEHRAN, YALTA AND POTSDAM 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand the key features and significance of the wartime conferences 


Understand the attitudes of Truman and Stalin 
Understand the impact of the atomic bomb on relations between the USA and the Soviet Union. 


THE TEHRAN, YALTA Al Despite their differences, Britain, the Soviet Union and the USA needed 

POTSDAM CONFERE! to work together to defeat Germany and Japan. They also had to reach 
agreement on how Europe would be governed after the war. For example, 
what would happen to Germany? How would those countries that had been 
conquered by Germany be governed after they were liberated?” 


The leaders of the Grand Alliance nations met three times during the war: at 
Tehran (1943), Yalta (February 1945) and Potsdam (July 1945). 


TEHRAN, NOVEMBER 1943 

‘The Grand Alliance first met in Tehran to plan a winning strategy to end the 

war. The following was agreed. 

1 The USA and Britain would open a ‘second front’ by launching an attack 
‘on Germany in Western Europe. This would ease pressure on the Eastern 
Front, where the Soviets were suffering heavy losses. The Germans would 
then have to take troops from the Soviet Union to fight in the West. 

& Stalin would declare war against Japan and supply Soviet troops to help the 
USA with the war against the Japanese — but only once the war in Europe 
was over. 


‘OR THE COLD WAR 


KEY TERMS 


United Nations the global organisation 
‘set up in 1945 to try to maintain world 
peace 


colonialism economic, political and 
cultural control of a country by a more 
powerful one. In 1945 Britain still had a 
large number of colonies in Africa, the 
Indian subcontinent, the Middle East and 
the Caribbean 


‘Study Sources B and C. 
1 Summarise each source in 
two sentences. 

2 These comments were 
made between the Yalta and 
Potsdam conferences, What 
do they tell you about those 
conferences? 


SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1 


1 The Big Three also discussed what would happen to Germany and the 
countries east of Germany after the war. There was no formal agreement, but it 
was agreed in general that the aim of the war was to bring about the complete 
surrender of Germany and that it should remain weak after the war. It was also 
agreed that Poland should receive land from Germany, but the Soviet Union 
could keep land it had seized from Poland in 1939. This was very important to 
Stalin, whose ultimate aim was to secure his western border after the war. 

1 There was general agreement that an international body should be set up to 
settle disputes through discussion and negotiation, rather than war. This 
laid the ground for the future creation of the United Nations. 


The Tehran Conference had an important impact on international relations. 
Stalin had arrived in Tehran concerned that the USA and Britain were 
deliberately delaying a second front against Germany. So, he was pleased with 
the agreement to open a front in the West. Churchill was less pleased because 
he had wanted to open the second front in the Balkans, not in the West. 
However, Roosevelt sided with Stalin on this. 


‘There was some tension between the USA and Britain - especially as 
Roosevelt seemed at times to view British colonialism as more of a threat 
to world peace than the Soviet Union. It seemed that good relations between 
Roosevelt and Stalin might create a position where the Big Three was 
becoming the Big Two and, after 1945, the USA and the Soviet Union would 
be the only global superpowers. 


YALTA, FEBRUARY 1945 

‘Two years after the Tehran Conference, the Big Three held a second meeting 
at Yalta in the Soviet Union. Here they discussed how to bring the war against 
Germany to a successful conclusion and the government of post-war Europe. 
By then, the second front had been launched in France, and British and 
‘American-led forces were pushing the Germans back towards Berlin. More 
importantly, the Soviets had defeated the Germans in the Soviet Union and 
now had control of most of Central and Eastern Europe. Stalin was determined 
to keep the territory he had won between the Soviet border and Germany as a 
cushion against future German invasions. 


SOURCE B 


‘Atelegram sent by Churchill o Stalin on 29 April 1945. 


There is not much comfort in looking into a future where you and all the countries 
you dominate are all drawn up on one side, whilst those who rally to the English- 
speaking nations are on the other side. It is quite obvious that their quarrel would 
tear the world to pieces. All of us leading men who had anything to do with it 
would be shamed by history. Starting on a long period of abuse and counter- 
abuse would be a disaster hampering the developments of world prosperi 


‘SOURCE C 


Comments made by Stalin to the Americans in May 1945. 


In Soviet government circles, itis the impression that the American attitude 
towards the Soviet Union cooled once it became obvious that Germany was 
defeated. It was as though the Americans were saying that the Soviet Union 

was no longer needed. Much can be achieved if the Soviets are dealt with in 
a frank and friendly manner. But steps against the Soviet Union in any form, 
would have the opposite effect. 
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‘A photograph showing the Big Three - Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin — at the Yalta Conference in February 1945. 


reparations payments in money or 
‘goods, after a war, from the losing 
Country tothe victors. Reparations 
‘are compensation for loss of life and 
damage to land and the economy 


The London Poles a Polish 


‘government in exile, set up in France. 
When the Germans captured France in 
1940, the government moved to London 


At the Yalta Conference, the Big Three made agreements on the following issues. 

@ After the war, Germany would be split into four zones. They would each 
be controlled by a different power, the USA, Britain, France and the Soviet 
Union. Germany would pay $20 billion in reparations, half of which would 
go to the Soviet Union. The Nazi Party would be banned and war criminals 
prosecuted. 

§ A United Nations would be set up, with its first meeting on 25 April 
1945. All nations could join, but the USA and France did not agree with 
Stalin's suggestion that all 16 Soviet republics should be given individual 
membership. Instead, just Russia, the Ukraine and Belarus were admitted. 

® Stalin agreed to join in the war against Japan, 3 months after the defeat of 
Germany. 

§ Stalin agreed that future governments of countries in Eastern Europe would 
be decided in free elections. 

lm Poland proved to be the major issue at the conference. It was agreed that 
the borders of Poland would be returned to their position in 1921 (which 
would give the Soviet Union significant gains) and that there would be free 
elections. However, Stalin expected those elections to bring about a pro- 
‘communist government, whereas the British supported the non-communist 


Roosevelt and Stalin were pleased to get agreement on free elections and the 
United Nations, but the issue of Poland was to prove a difficult one to solve in 
future discussions. 


‘OR THE ( 


LD WAR 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 194 


POTSDAM, JULY-AUGUST 1945, 

Aithough the conference at Potsdam, near Berlin, took place only a few 

months after Yalta, a number of crucial events during that time influenced the 

mood of the conference. 

Roosevelt died in April 1945 and was replaced by Harry S. Truman. 

1 Winston Churchill lost the 1945 British general election. The new prime 
minister was Clement Attlee. 

1 Germany surrendered in May 1945. 

§ Scientists in the USA developed an atomic bomb (which they tested 
successfully the day after the conference began). 

1 The United Nations had been created in the Treaty of San Francisco in 
June 1945. Eventually, 51 members signed the treaty. The USA, the Soviet 
Union, France, Britain and China were made permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council, with the power to veto resolutions they 
disapproved of. 


‘The new personalities involved meant that relations between the three leaders 

at Potsdam were very different from the earlier conferences. 

@ Compared to Roosevelt and Churchill, Truman and Attlee were new to 
diplomatic discussions. It was much harder for them to get their way with 
‘Stalin. 

1 Truman was determined to take a ‘get tough’ approach with Stalin. 

He was much more suspicious about Stalin's motives than Roosevelt 
had been and believed the Soviets were keen to spread communism 
worldwide and bring down capitalist democracy. So, he took a harder 
line in discussions. He also deliberately delayed the date of the 
conference until the atomic bomb was ready. He thought this would 
give him an edge in discussions. 

@ As a newly elected prime minister, Attlee’s main concern was to return to 
Britain to take charge and he did not want the talks to drag on. 


Aithough the development of the atomic bomb worsened relations, and the 
defeat of Germany removed the need to work against a common enemy, the 
Allies did find some common ground. Several important decisions were made 
at Potsdam. 

§ Germany would be divided into four zones, administered by the Soviet 
Union, the USA, Britain and France, but the German economy would be run 
asa whole. 

1 The German capital, Berlin, would also be divided into four zones, 
controlled by different countries, even though it was based well inside 
Soviet-controlied Germany. 

1 The Soviet Union wanted Germany to pay heavy reparations, but Truman 
was concerned that this would make it harder for the German economy 
to recover. It was agreed that each administering country should take 
reparations from its own zone. As the Soviet Union controlled the poorest 
zone, it was allowed to take a quarter of the industrial equipment from the 
other zones. 

Agreement was not reached over the government of Eastern Europe. 
Truman objected to the control that the Soviet Union had over the countries 
it had liberated from German rule. He was beginning to think that, as Soviet 
forces were not leaving the countries they had liberated, Stalin was actually 
using them as an army of occupation. However, without risking further war, 
there was little Truman could do. 

1 Truman also objected to the arrangements for Poland and the borders 
that had previously been agreed. In addition, he wanted to see a new 
government with less communist influence. 


> Figure 1.5 The post-war division of Germany 
Into four parts: the Soviet, French, British and 
‘American sectors 


SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 194: 


Create a table to summarise the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam 

conferences. Label the columns: Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam. Label the 

rows: ‘Date’, ‘Leaders present ‘Key decisions’, ‘Impact of decisions on 

relations between the Big Three’. Fill out the table in as much detail as. 

you can. 

4 Discuss in small groups which decision had the most effect on relations 
between the Big Three. 

2 Write a paragraph explaining why you made this choice. 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


Explain two effects on superpower relations of the decisions made by the 
Grand Alliance at the Yalta Conference in February 1945, (8 marks) 


This question asks about ‘effects’, so you will need to think about what difference 
the decisions made to relations at the time. Don't just give details of what happened, 
explain why the decision was important. It was agreed that Germany should be 
divided into four zones. How did that affect international relations? 


‘OR THE COLD WAR 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1 


Although the members of the Grand Alliance agreed on many issues at the 
Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences, by August 1945 it was clear that there 
were now significant issues that they could not agree on. In particular, Stalin 
wanted control of Eastern Europe to ensure the security of the Soviet Union. 

In his view, getting control of Eastern Europe was a reasonable defensive 
measure. But Truman believed that Stalin was trying to spread communism 
and saw his ambitions as examples of communist aggression. In the years 
1945-6, this basic disagreement and suspicion turned the wartime alliance 
into peacetime hostility. 


THE IMPACT OF THE ATOMIC 
BOMB ON US-SOVIET RELATION: 


‘On 6 August 1945, the USA exploded an atomic bomb over the Japanese city 
‘of Hiroshima. A second was released over Nagasaki on 9 August. The blast at 
Hiroshima was equivalent to over 12,000 tons of the TNT (explosive material) 
used in ordinary bombs. It is estimated that over 120,000 Japanese civilians 
were killed by the two bombs. 


‘Some historians argue that the USA could have won the war against Japan 
without using nuclear weapons. They claim that the USA really used the 
bombs to establish a stronger negotiating position with the Soviet Union. 
This is only an opinion, but it is certainly true that knowing the USA could 
make atomic bombs made Truman feel more confident and determined in the 
negotiations at Potsdam. Also, the development of the atomic bomb made 
the countries of Western Europe feel more secure about placing themselves 
under American protection, rather than looking to reach agreement with the 
Soviet Union. 


But, if the Americans hoped that having the atomic bomb would make it 
easier to persuade Stalin to allow Eastern European countries more freedom, 
they were wrong. Actually, Stalin now felt even more determined to make 
the Soviet Union secure. His immediate aim was to create a buffer zone 

of countries sympathetic to communism between Germany and the Soviet 
Union's western borders. So, overall, the effect of the development of the 
atomic bomb on US-Soviet relations was completely opposite to what the 
‘Americans had hoped for. 


‘The USA's nuclear monopoly did not last. Soviet scientists were already 
‘working on their own version of the atomic bomb and their first successful test 
was on 29 August 1949, just four years after the USA. By 1964, Britain, France 
and China also had atomic bombs. 


‘The bomb dramatically increased Cold War tensions. A war that used atomic 
weapons could kill millions of people and destroy the world many times 
‘over. But, equally, the terrible consequences of using an atomic bomb may 
have made both the USA and the Soviet Union more reluctant to go to war. 
Instead, they entered an arms race, in which each side tried to make sure 
their nuclear weapons were more powerful and numerous than those of 
their rival. 


FOR THE COLD WAR SUPERPOWER RELATIONS 


1943-72 


This cartoon, ‘The Big Fourth’, was published in a British newspaper on 17 July 1945. The label on the bomb reads: 
“The terrible weapons of future wars unless agreement is reached on world policy.’ 


ssrenaes 
oe waned 


The Big Fourth, 1ke orld hoped for so much from the meetings at Potsdam. But the shadow of the uninvited * Big Fourth” 
‘fell and still falls over the international scene. sly 17, 1945) 


1 Look at Source E in a small group and discuss why the cartoon is 
called ‘The Big Fourth’. What is the ‘Big Fourth’? What does the 
shadow represent? 

2 The cartoon was published in July 1945. What message do you think 
the cartoonist was trying to express? 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION ‘The main reason for the Cold War in Europe was the West's fear of communism.’ 
01 | 02 | How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
You may use the following in your answer: 


PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING fear of i 
FEED cccsion ase: anarnve Sie ol Conny 
LEARNING, NNOVATION I the Second World War. 
You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


This question gives you two things to write about, but it also states that you ‘must’ use 
information of your own, What else could you bring in? How about the disagreements 
at the conferences? 


REASONS FOR THE COLD WAR UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


RECALL QUIZ 


1 When did Germany surrender in the Second World War? 
2 What was Bolshevism? 

3 What happened in 1938 that damaged relations between the Soviet Union and the Western powers? 
4 Which country was invaded as a result of the signing of the Nazi-Soviet Pact? 

5 What name was given to the wartime alliance between the Soviet Union, the USA and Britain? 

6 What beliefs was the Soviet Union governed by? 

7 Inthe Second World War, what was 'the second front’? 

8 Why was Stalin so concerned about this second front? 

9 Where did the Western Allies meet in 1943? 

10 At the 1943 meeting, what did Stalin agree to do regarding Japan? 


CHECKPOINT 


‘STRENGTHEN 

‘$1 Explain the importance of the Americans dropping atomic bombs on Japan for relations between the Soviet 
Union and the West. 

‘$2 Explain the difference in attitudes towards the Soviet Union held by Roosevelt and Truman. 

‘$3 Explain why Germany was divided into four parts after the Second World War. 

CHALLENGE 

C1 Explain the main differences between capitalism and communism. 

C2 If you asked American politicians in 1946 why the Cold War started, what do you think they would say? 

3 If you asked Soviet politicians, do you think they would say something different? If so, why? 


SUMMARY 


1 During the Second World War, Britain, the USA and the Soviet Union were allies. 
I Despite this, the Soviet Union and the Western powers (Britain and the USA) were suspicious of each other. 
'§ Britain had been particularly upset when Stalin signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact with Germany. 

i After the war, there was a Cold War between the Soviet Union and the West. 

The Soviet Union and the West had different political beliefs. 

1 There were conferences between the powers at Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam, 

§ After President Roosevelt died, he was replaced by President Truman. 

& Despite three conferences, there were still many differences between the three allies. 

After the Second World War, an arms race developed between the USA and the Soviet Union. 
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EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (B) QUESTIONS 


Question to be answered: Explain two effects of the Tehran Conference 
(1943) on relations between the members of the Grand Alliance. (8 marks) 


Analysis Question 1: What is the question type testing? 
In this question you have to demonstrate that you have knowledge and 
understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
You also have to make judgements about historical events to consider 
what the effects of them were. In this particular case, it is knowledge and 
understanding of the Tehran Conference and its effect on relations between 
the members of the Grand Alliance. 


Analysis Question 2: What do I have to do to answer the question well? 
Obviously you have to write about the Tehran Conference! But, it isn’t just a 
case of writing everything you know. You have to write about two effects. What 
are effects? They are things that the subject you are given caused to happen. 
The key to explaining the effect of an event is explaining the link between 
itand an outcome. So, for example, an effect of you doing a lot of revision 
should be that you can answer the questions in the exam better. You would 
explain this by emphasising how you know more facts, how you have to spend 
less time trying to remember things, how you have looked at more examples of 
how to answer questions, etc. 


Analysis Question 3: Are there any techniques | can use to make it very 
clear that | am doing what is needed to be successful? 

This is an 8-mark question and you need to make sure you leave enough time 
to answer the other two questions fully (they are worth 22 marks in total). 
Remember, you are not writing an essay here. You are providing two effects 
and enough historical detail to explain why the event had these effects. 


Therefore, you need to get straight in to writing your answer. 


The question asks for effects, so it's a good idea to write two paragraphs and 
to begin each paragraph with phrases like ‘One effect was...’, ‘Another effect 
The use of phrases in your answer such as ‘this led to’; ‘as a result of 
this brought about’; ‘this resulted in’ will help demonstrate that you are 
focusing on effects. 


‘The word ‘explain’ is important because it tells you that you have to do more 
than just state what the effect was. You need to use your knowledge of the 
Period to explain how the effect led to the outcome. So ‘this led to...’ states 
an effect, but ‘this led to... because at this time...’ is moving towards an 
explanation. 


You cannot get more than 4 marks if you explain only one effect. However, you 
are required to explain only two effects and you will not gain credit for a third. 
Ifyou do write about more than two, your better two will be credited and the 
third disregarded. 


REASONS FOR THE COLD WAR 


IER RELATIONS, 1! 


One effect of the Tehran Conference was that it improved relations between the 
Soviet Union and the United States. Another effect was that it caused some damage 
in the relationship between the USA and Britain. 


What are the strenaths and weaknesses of Answer A? 

This is a very direct answer and it does use some of the techniques suggested 
above. However, it has no factual support whatsoever. It is, basically, two 
‘assertions’ without any evidence to back them up. How did the Tehran 
Conference improve relations between the Soviet Union and the United 
States? How id it damage relations between the United States and Britain? 


Answer B 

One effect of the Tehran Conference was that it improved relations between the 
Soviet Union and the United States. This was because Stalin had thought that 
Britain and France were delaying opening a ‘second front: Now the second front 
would be opened by an agreement to launch an attack on Germany in Western 
Europe. Churchill wanted the second front to be in the Balkans, but Roosevelt 
agreed with Stalin that it should be in Western Europe. So Stalin was reassured and 
thought more highly of the USA 


Another effect was that it caused some damage in the relationship between the 
USA and Britain. This happened, not only as a result of Roosevelt supporting Stalin 
cover where the second front should be opened, but also because the Americans were 
critical of Britain's colonial position. Britain had a long and proud history as an 
imperial power, but the Americans did not approve of major powers having colonies. 
So Churchill sometimes felt that Roosevelt was siding more with Stalin than with 
hie. It felt a bit like Britain was being left out of some of the decision making. 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of Answer B? 

This answer has taken the two assertions and turned them into two 
explanations of the effects of the decisions made at the Tehran Conference. It 
would be rewarded very highly. 


Challenge a friend 
Use the Student Book to set a part (b) question for a friend. Then look at the 
answer. Does it do the following things? 


1D Provide two effects 
C1 Provide 3~4 lines of detailed historical knowledge to explain why the event 
caused the outcome (effect) you have identified. 


Itit does, you can tell your friend that the answer is very good! 


: 
| 2. EARLY DEVELOPMENTS 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
__ Understand how relations between East and West became worse in the years 1945-49 
__ Understand the steps taken by both the USA and the Soviet Union to protect their interests 
__ Understand how the division of Germany became accepted. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENTS, 1945-49 


SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


2.1 SOVIET EXPANSION IN EASTERN EUROPE 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand the steps taken by the Soviet Union to control Eastern Europe 


Understand why the Soviet Union took those steps 
Understand how Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe affected its relations with the West. 


GROWING EAST-WEST 
DIVISIONS, 1946-4: 


March 1946 March 1947 September 1947 June 1948 October 1949 
Churchil's “ron Truman Doctrine First Cominform Bertin Blockade April 1949 German Democratic 
Curtain’ speech announced meeting setup NATO formed Republic established 
February 1946 November 1946 June 1947 February 1948 January 1949 September 1949 
Long Telegram Novikov Telegram Marshall Aid plan Communist Comecon established — Oficial founding of 
announced takeover of the Federal Republic 
Czechoslovakia of Germany 


THE CREATION OF SOVIET 
SATELLITE STATES IN 
EASTERN EUROPE 


KEY TERM 


satellite state a nation that was once 
independent but is now under the 


control of another. In the Cold War, 
‘satellite states’ usually describes 
‘rations under the political, economic 
‘and military control of the Soviet Union 


In 1944 and 1945, the Soviet Red Army freed many countries in Eastern 

Europe from the Nazis as it advanced west towards Germany. When the war 

was over, Stalin did not want to give up control of these countries as they were 

a useful buffer zone between the Soviet Union and Germany. 

& Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (sometimes called the Baltic States) were 
‘conquered by the Soviet Union in 1940. After that they were treated as if 
they were part of the Soviet Union. 

1 Yugoslavia and Albania were also communist countries. However, they were 
never occupied by the Soviet Red Army, so had more independence than 
other countries that bordered the Soviet Union. 

§ Stalin turned six other countries into satellite states with communist 
governments and little genuine independence from the Soviet Union. 
Truman saw this as evidence that the Soviet Union wanted to spread 
communism worldwide, and relations between the USA and Soviet Union 
became worse, 

§ From 1919, Czechoslovakia was the only democracy in Eastern Europe. 
After the Second World War, a coalition tried to restore the pre-war 
democracy. Stalin saw this as a threat to the secure buffer zone he was 
trying to set up. Supported by the Soviet Union, communists overthrew 
the Czech president, Eduard Benes, in February 1948 and a communist 
government was set up under Klement Gottwald. 

1 In 1944, Poles rebelled against the German occupation in the Warsaw 
Uprising. The Soviets had promised to help them, but, instead of doing so, 
the Red Army waited until the uprising had been crushed. Only then did 
they invade Poland to put a pro-communist government in place. At first, it 
included some of the London Poles, but after supposedly free elections in 
1947, they were forced to flee or face being put in prison. 

1 In Hungary, there were elections in 1945. Some communists were elected, 
but not enough to form a government. In the next election, in 1947, voters 
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22 EARLY DEVELOPMENTS, 1945~49 ‘SU R REL ) | 


were threatened in a campaign supported by Moscow and a Communist 
Party government was elected. By 1949, Hungary was a one-party, 
communist state. 

Il In 1944 and 1945, the Soviet Red Army took control of Bulgaria, Romania 
and the eastern parts of Germany. As in Poland, there were ‘free’ elections, 
but, in reality, voters were frightened into voting for Communist Party 


Fur Estem Europe under Sve candidates. Communist governments were elected in all three areas. 
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Klement Gottwald speaking at a communist rally in Prague, February 1948. After a coalition government was overthrown, Gottwald became 
president of a communist Czechoslovakia. 


> ys 


RIS ENSIONS Both Truman and Stalin were worried by the break-up of the wartime alliance 
and that increased tension might lead to future conflict. They wanted to know 
how their rivals were thinking and, in 1946, both asked their to 
report on attitudes in each other's countries. These reports came in the form of 


P the building where diplomats | telegrams ~ a written message sent over a telegraph line. 


from a foreign country are based 


George Kennan, the USA's ambassador in Moscow, lived and worked in the 
Soviet Union as a diplomat. When he sent a telegram discussing US-Soviet 
relations, his views were taken seriously by the American government. While 
most telegrams were very short, Kennan’s telegram was more like a letter, so 
his message became known as the Long Telegram. 


It contained a message that worried the American government. He reported 
that Stalin wanted to see the destruction of capitalism and felt the world 
outside the Soviet Union was unfriendly and looking to destroy communism. 
However, Kennan also believed that the Soviet Union was not self-destructive, 
0 if faced with strong resistance, it would soften its position. This was a 


KEY TERM 


containment limiting the spread of 


something. In American foreign policy, 
itcame to mean preventing the spread 
of communism 


SOURCE C 


From the Novikov Telegram sent from 
Washington to Moscow by Nikolai Novikov, 
Soviet ambassador to the USA, on 

27 September 1946, 


US foreign policy has been 
characterized in the postwar period 
by a desire for world domination. 
All these steps to preserve the great 
military potential are not an end in 
itself, of course. They are intended 
only to prepare conditions to win 
world domination in a new war 
being planned by the most warlike 
circles of American impet 


care | 


1 With a partner, re-read 
Sources B, C and D. Try to 
summarise the message in 
each source into just one or 
two sentences. 

2 What term does Churchill use 
in his speech to describe the 
imaginary line between East 
and West in Europe? 

3 Set up a debate, with one 
group representing the USA 
and the other representing 
the Soviet Union. Argue that 
the worsening of relations 
after 1941 was not your fault, 
but was all down to ‘the other 
side’. What will you say? 
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really important message, which played a key role in American policy towards 
the Soviet Union in the coming years. The American government agreed 

with what Kennan said and believed there should be a determined policy of 
‘containment’ to stop communism spreading. 


From the Long Telegram sent to Washington by the US ambassador to the Soviet Union, 
George Kennan, on 22 February 1946. 


We have here a political force committed fanatically to the belief that... it 
is desirable and necessary that... our traditional way of life be destroyed, 
the international authority of our state be broken, if Soviet power is to 

. the problem is within our power to solve... without... 


military conflict. 


US ATTITUDES: THE VIEW OF NIKOLAI NOVIKOV 

Nikolai Novikov was a Soviet diplomat working in Washington. His telegram 
to the government in Moscow shows that some Soviets equally did not trust 
the West. Novikov's telegram said the USA wanted to use its massive military 
power to dominate the world. He believed that, since Roosevelt's death, the 
‘Americans no longer wanted to co-operate with the Soviet Union and the 
American people would support their government if this led to war. Such a 
view had a major impact in Moscow. If this was how the USA was thinking, it 
was vital to develop as much protection as possible in Eastern Europe. Stalin 
accepted what Novikov said and the telegram further encouraged him to take 
control of the countries on his border. 


A BRITISH POINT OF VIEW: WINSTON CHURCHILL'S IRON CURTAIN SPEECH 

In March 1946, Winston Churchill was no longer British prime minister, but 
he still had enormous influence. On a visit to Fulton, Missouri, in the USA, he 
gave a speech that is now seen as a defining moment in US-Soviet relations. 
In the speech, he made it clear that he thought the Soviet Union was a 

threat to freedom and world peace. He chose to make this speech because 
‘communist governments had recently been set up in Hungary, Poland, 
Romania and Bulgaria. 


Churchill was speaking in the USA and must have shown his speech to Truman 
first. So Stalin thought what Churchill said was reflecting American beliefs too. 
‘The speech, along with the Novikov Telegram, increased tension and led the 
Soviet Union to strengthen its forces and step up a campaign of anti-Western 
propaganda. Whether he intended it or not, Churchill's speech made the 
hostility between East and West worse. 


‘SOURCE D 


From a speech given by Winston Churchill on § March 1946 at Westminster College, Fulton, 
Missouri. Here he describes the Soviet Union's growing control over Eastem Europe. 


From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has 
descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the capitals of the 
ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe... all are subject in one form or 
another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and, in some cases, 
increasing measure of control from Moscow. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENT! 


1945-4 


2.2 THE IMPACT ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS OF THE TRUMAN 
DOCTRINE AND MARSHALL PLAN 


_ Understand why President Truman introduced his ‘Truman Doctrine” 


_ Understand how the Marshall Pian supported the Truman Doctrine 


_ Understand how the US policy of containment affected its relations with the Soviet Union. 


Kennan’s Long Telegram (see pages 23-24) had confirmed Truman's worst 
fears. It said the Soviet Union intended to spread communism throughout 
Europe. Truman's military advisers assured him that the Soviet Union was not 
strong enough to fight a successful war against the West, but Truman knew that 
the Soviets might not need to go to war to increase their territory and power. 
ASter the Second World War, many European countries were in ruins. Homes, 
factories and infrastructure, like roads and railways, had been destroyed. In these 
‘economic conditions, communism looked very attractive to poorer members of 
society because, in a communist state, the wealth of the richest people would be 
redistributed and shared by all. Stalin did not need to fight a war. He just needed 
to influence the unhappy people of Europe to support communism and help set 
up communist governments, as he had been doing in Eastern Europe. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


‘THE GREEK CIVIL WAR 

During the Second World War, the 
German occupation of Greece was 
resisted by two separate groups in 
Greece, a communist group and a 
pro-royalist group. After the Germans 
left, the two groups fell out. The British 
restored the Greek monarchy and put 
down a communist rebellion. When 
the communists renewed their fight 
in 1946, the British tried to suppress. 
them, but asked the USA to take over 
in 1947. The communists were finally 
deteated in 1949 and fled to Albania. 


isolationism staying apart, not getting 
involved in the affairs of others. The USA 
followed a policy of isolationism after the 
First World War. It was forced to abandon 
this policy in 1941, when Japan bombed 
Pearl Harbor. However, in 1945, when 
the war ended, many Americans hoped 
the country would return to isolationism 


‘The USA had hoped that wealthier European countries, such as Britain, might 
be able to help rebuild Europe’s broken economies (and make communism 
look like a less attractive option). But, after 6 years of war, Britain was nearly 
bankrupt and providing aid to other countries was becoming impossible. 
When the British government announced in 1947 that it could no longer 
provide military support to the Greek government against communist 
guerrillas, President Truman decided it was time for the USA to take action. 


‘On 12 March 1947, President Truman delivered a speech to the US Congress 
(see Source E). The speech was officially given to announce an economic 
aid package to Greece and Turkey. Truman announced that the USA would 
provide $400 milion in aid to Greece and Turkey, and send American civilian 
and military personnel to the region. 


However, Truman also used the opportunity to make a clear statement of what 
he saw as the differences between democracy and communism. He spoke of 
two alternative ways of life between which every nation must choose. The first 
way, he said, offered majority rule and freedom from political oppression. The 
second was for the will of the minority to be forced upon the majority, which 
Truman said was what communism did. Truman believed choosing democracy 
over communism was like choosing good over evil. He said communism 
should not be allowed to grow and that the USA was prepared to send troops 
and economic aid to those countries trying to resist it. 


‘These ideas became known as ‘the Truman Doctrine’ and indicated the 
beginnings of a new approach to international relations for the USA. Before the 
‘Second World War, the USA had followed a policy of is This policy 
was now abandoned. The USA was setting itself up as the leader of the fight 
against communism, and isolationism was replaced with containment. 


Read Source E. 
What criticisms is Truman 
making about communism? 
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‘SOURCE E 


From the Truman Doctrine speech delivered on 12 March 1947 to the US Congress, 
Immediately before this extract, Truman described the first way of government as American- 
style democracy with majority rule and freedom from political oppression. 


The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed 
upon the majority, It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and 
radio; fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms. I believe that 
our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid which is 
essential to economic stability and orderly political processes. 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


SOURCE F 


‘ABritsh cartoon from 1947. Its 
suggesting that the USA needs to ‘prop up" 
westem Europe. 


Explain two effects of the Truman Doctrine on superpower relations. (8 marks) 


Remember that this question is asking for two effects. If you explain only one, you 
won't be able to get more than half marks. 


THE MARSHALL PLAN — 
FIGHTING COMMUNISM 


WITH FINANCIAL AID 


The USA had not suffered damage to its infrastructure and industry during 

the war in the same way as European countries had, so it was well placed to 
provide economic aid to Europe. Three months after Truman's speech, details 
were given on how that aid would be provided in a speech by the US secretary 
of state, George Marshall. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENT! 


1945-49 


> Figure 2.2 The money given 
to European nations under the 
‘Marshall Plan was shared out 
according to population and how 
industrialised they were before 
the war 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


The Marshall Plan was a practical outcome of the Truman Doctrine: providing 
‘economic aid to help war-torn countries in order to stop communism from taking 
cover in Wester Europe. Between 1948 and 1952, the USA gave $13.7 billion of 
aid, in addition to $13 billion already given by the USA before the Marshall Pian 
‘went into action, The European countries helped by the Marshall Plan were: 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and West 
Germany. Britain received more than a quarter of the total aid package. 
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SOURCE G 


‘American and British officials watching Caribbean sugar, sent under the Marshall Plan, 
being unloaded at Woolwich Docks in London in 1949. 


27 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


‘SMALLER-SCALE MARSHALL AID 
Marshall Aid was not just loans 
‘and grants to governments, It also 
involved making direct grants to 
‘groups in need. It included nets for 


Norwegian fishermen, donkeys for 
Greek farmers and food for starving 
people. One hungry boy who 
received free soup from the back of a 
lorry in his school was called Helmut 
Kohl. He grew up to be the first 
chancellor of a reunited Germany 
after the Cold War. 


DOLLAR IMPERIALISM’ 
THE SOVIET RESPON: 


1 Look at Sources H and E. In 
what ways does Marshall's 
speech (Source H) support 
What Truman says in 
Source E? In what ways is the 
message different? 

2 Look at Source |. 

@ How does its view on the 
Marshall Plan differ from 
that of Source H? 

b Why do you think it says 

different things to Source H? 
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‘The economic impact of Marshall Aid in Western Europe was enormous, although 
it took until the 1950s for the full effects to be seen. The British foreign secretary, 
Emest Bevin, called it'a lifeline to sinking men, giving hope where there was none’. 


In the USA, there was much debate about whether to offer aid to the Soviet 
Union and the satellite states. It was decided that it could be offered, but (as. 
in Western Europe) countries would first have to agree to a thorough review 
of their finances, However, the USA knew Stalin would not allow this, so in 
practice, Eastern European countries did not benefit from the Marshall Plan. 


From a speech made by US secretary of state, George Marshall, on 5 June 1947. Marshall 
said Europe could not possibly meet its own needs for food and essential products for the 
Next 3-4 years and needed substantial help. 


Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, 
poverty, desperation and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working 
economy in the world so as to permit the emerge: 
conditions in which free institutions can exist 


President Truman saw his new policy as a defensive measure to contain 
communism. Not surprisingly, Stalin did not see it like that at all. He believed 
the Truman Doctrine showed that the USA was trying to extend its influence 

in Europe. He also thought it was weakening the international role of the 
United Nations by suggesting that it was the USA's job to protect the world. 
‘Stalin argued that the Marshall Plan was a way of using economic might to 
divide Europe in two and establish an American economic empire there. The 
Soviets called this ‘dollar imperialism’. 


‘The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan had a huge impact on international 

relations from 1947. 

1 Any remaining belief that there was still a Grand Alliance was gone, as the 
USA had now set itself up in direct opposition to the communist Soviet 
Union — and invited other nations to join it. 

'§ Stalin's suspicions of the West were strengthened. He believed he now had 
evidence that the USA was trying to destroy the Soviet Union. 

§ The Marshall Plan successfully tied Western European countries into 
supporting the USA. As Stalin rejected it (and set up his own economic 
plan, Comecon - see page 29), Europe became divided into two economic 
and political camps. 

1 The history of Europe for the next 50 years became one of extreme rivalry 
between the two superpowers and attempts to win diplomatic and political 
victories over their opponents. 


‘SOURCE | 


From a speech by the Soviet foreign minister, Andrey Wyshinsky, given at the United Nations 
in September 1947. 


Iris becoming more and more evident that the implementation of the Marshall 
Plan will mean placing European countries under the economic and political 
control of the United States and direct interference in those countries. 
Moreover, this plan is an attempt to split Europe into two camps, and with the 
help of Britain and fo complete the formation of a group of countries 
hostile to the interests of the democratic countries. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENT! 
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THE FORMATION OF ‘The Marshall Plan set Stalin an economic and political challenge. He therefore 
COMINFORM AND COMECON set up two new organisations for the communist countries of Europe. 


1 Cominform, the Communist Information Bureau, was a political organisation 
set up in 1947. 

1 Comecon, the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, was an economic 
organisation set up in 1949. 


Stalin's strengthening of power in turn led to a stand-off in Bertin in 1948 
(see page 31) and to the USA and Western European countries creating a 
new military alliance, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), in 1949. 


COMINFORM, 1947 

‘Cominform was set up on Stalin's orders on 22 September 1947. It was an 
association of Communist parties from all over Europe. The new body gave 
Stalin a way of directing and controlling the governments of the satellite 
states. At its first meeting, it rejected the Marshall Plan. Cominform spread 
propaganda and accused America of being no different from Nazi Germany. 
It was also responsible for ending opposition to Moscow and ensuring the 
loyalty of Eastern European governments. 


COMECON, 1949 

Stalin wanted communist states to keep their independence from capitalist 
governments and did not want the USA to become powerful in Eastern 
Europe, so he would not allow the satellite states to accept Marshall Aid. He 
also knew that he needed to offer a positive alternative to American aid if he 
was to keep the satellite states under his control. He therefore created an aid 
package based on communist beliefs. 


‘Comecon was established on 25 January 1949, 2 years after the Marshall 
Plan was announced, Its members were the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland and Romania. East Germany and Albania 
joined the following year. Comecon was in direct competition with the Marshall 
Pian and aimed to support economic development in its member states. It also 
discouraged trade with the USA and Western Europe. 


2.3 THE 1948 BERLIN CRISIS AND ITS CONSEQUENCE: 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why Stalin established the Berlin Blockade 


Understand how the USA broke that blockade 
Understand how the blockade led to the creation of East and West Berlin. 


Europe was now divided into two very different political and economic camps. 
Soon there would also be two military camps, but first Stalin was determined 
to test the Western alliance to see just how strong it was. 


GERMANY DIVID' At Potsdam, the Grand Alliance agreed to divide Germany, and its capital 


Berlin, into four separate occupation zones administered by the Soviet Union, 
the USA, Britain and France. The division was meant to be temporary, but 


Y Figure 2.3 Berlin and Germany in 1945, 
‘divided into four zones, and in 1948, after 
the Westem zones were joined together 
‘as Trizonia (though the various zones of 
‘eecupation continued in Trizonia) 


1945 


1 yes 


Germany 
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‘ended up lasting for many years. The Allied Control Commission (ACC) was 
the central organisation for the four zones. There were soldiers on the streets 
and, in Berlin, military checkpoints between zones. 


‘There were disagreements between the occupying powers. The three Western 
countries and the Soviet Union had different ways of looking at Germany. 

‘The Soviets wanted to take as much material as possible back to help rebuild 
the Soviet Union, whilst the Western countries wanted to build up Germany's 
‘economy. They hoped that, if Germany could become wealthy, it would 

not only be a better trading partner, but would also find it easier to resist 
‘communism. In December 1947, talks between the foreign ministers of the 
‘occupying powers broke down and the Soviets stormed out. 


1948 


eS 


Germany 
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With the Soviets no longer co-operating, the remaining allies (the USA, Britain 
and France) had to decide how to run their part of Germany. The British and 
Americans had already combined their zones into ‘Bizonia’ in 1947 and, 

in March 1948, the French added theirs to create ‘Trizonia’. The result was 
that Germany and Berlin were now spit into two parts, western Trizonia and 
eastern Soviet-controlled Germany. 


Then, in June 1948, the three allies created a single currency, the 
EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE Deutschmark, to give Trizonia economic unity. The decision to introduce the 
GERMAN ATTITUDES TOTHE SovIers | D®utschmark took place at an ACC meeting in Berlin The Soviets were furious 
P orapeieb pep tialoon about the decision for two reasons. 

satiety pairs 1 The new single currency in Trizonia created a separate economic unit from 
communist. But this was very the East. 

Unlely. Even in the Soviet zone, '§ It accepted that there were, in effect, two Germanys: West and East. 


the Soviets were not popular. As the 
Red Army advanced into Germany To Stalin, this was a further example of the West ‘ganging up’ on the Soviet 
at the end of the Second World War, Union. He saw the formation of Trizonia as a means of developing the three 
its soldiers carried out violent acts in zones more effectively and deliberately forcing the Soviet zone into poverty. 


revenge for what the Nazis had done 
in the Soviet Union, This created 
deep anger amongst many Germans. 


He was now even more determined to stand firm and protect Soviet interests 
in Germany. He believed Germany should be one united country and that it 
should follow communist ideology. 


FED satis koew inate wester-occupied zones of Bern were easy to attack, as 
they were entirely surrounded by Soviet-occupied territory. In addition, there 
were just two agreed land routes and two air routes, or ‘corridors’, across the 
Soviet zone of Germany into Western-occupied Berlin. 


In June 1948, Stalin decided to shut off the land routes across Soviet- 
controlled Germany into Berfin, in what has become known as the ‘Berlin 
Blockade’. He wanted to show the USA, Britain and France that a divided 
Germany would not work. Trizonia would no longer be able to communicate 
with the capital, Berlin, and the people of Berlin would soon run short of food. 
If the blockade was successful, Stalin would win a huge propaganda success 
at the expense of the West. It might also mean that the Western powers would 
give up control of their zones in Berlin and allow the whole of the capital to be 
controlled by the Soviet Union. This was a direct challenge to Truman — Stalin 
knew Truman could not ignore the blockade because of his recent speech 
about defending the world from communism (see page 26). 


‘The West knew that an attempt to force supplies into Berlin along the closed 
land routes would be seen as a potential act of war and might lead to direct 
military confrontation. However, if they flew supplies into their zones in Berlin, 
the only way they could be stopped was if Stalin had the aeroplanes shot 
down, That would make him the aggressor and Truman doubted that Stalin 
was prepared to go that far. 


THE BERLIN AIRLIFT On 26 June, the Western Allies began Operation Vittles, better known as the 


Beriin Airift. They flew food, coal and other essential supplies into the city from 
the Allied zones, along the air corridors. The pilots were taking a huge risk as 
they could not be sure the Soviets would not shoot them down. 


‘The people of West Berlin and Wester troops in the city joined together to 
create a new airport at Tegel so that supplies could be landed in the Western 
zones. Ordinary citizens helped to unload the planes and hand out the 
essential supplies to all who needed them. The Americans were soon able to. 
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JPERPOWER RELATION: 


1943-72 


fly in at least 1,000 tonnes of supplies every day and the British achieved a 
similar rate, In the peak month of flying, January 1949, no fewer than 170,000 
tonnes of supplies were sent into Berlin by Western aircraft. 


On 9 May 1949, nearly a year later, the Soviets gave in and lifted the blockade. 
The airlift had worked and West Berlin had survived. Stalin's attempt to win 

a propaganda victory over Britain, France and the USA had not worked. The 
West had responded in a peaceful way to what now looked like a foolish and 
aggressive act by Stalin. 


‘SOURCE J 


A photograph of children watching as a supply aeroplane arrives in Berlin during the 
Berlin Ait. 


EXTRACT A 
‘A modern historian writing about the Berlin Airft. 


Special difficulties arose over Berlin, which became a centre of Cold War 
conflict. The communists saw Berlin as a capitalist base in eastern Europe. 

It provided an escape route to the West for people in the East. It was a hothed 
of western spies operating in eastern Europe. It could be used as a western 
base to attack the Soviet Union’s allies. Soviet policy was to remove the 

West from Berlin as soon as possible. Stalin hoped to do this by cutting off 
communications between the western zones and West Berlin, 


EXAM. QUESTION Study Extract A. 


What impression does the author give about the reasons for the Berlin Blockade? 
| 204 | You must use Extract A to explain your answer. (6 marks) 


Anais, WTERPRETATN 
SKILLS Sec OO ————— 


Note the question tells you that you must use the source to explain your answer. 
That means quoting the part of the source that led you to have your view on the 
author's impression. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENT! 
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OPERATION LITTLE VITTLES 

While he was landing at Tempelhof 
Airport to deliver supplies, the 
‘American pilot Gail Halvorsen saw 
children watching from the fence. 
He decided that, on his next flight, 
he would parachute-drop sweets 

to them. Soon other pilots did the 
‘same. Their actions were nicknamed 
‘Operation Little Vittles’. 
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1 List the practical steps the British and US armed forces took to set 
up the Berlin Airlft. What did citizens of Berlin do to help the airlift 
succeed? 

2 Write a short paragraph explaining why the USA was so determined to 
keep the Western zones of Berlin out of Soviet hands. 

3 In a'small group, discuss what the results might have been if: 
a the Western Allies had not carried out the Berlin Airlift 


b Stalin had shot down the first aeroplanes flying supplies to Berlin, 


THE CREATI IF EAST 
AND WEST GERMANY 


After the Berlin Blockade, it was clear that the division of Germany would 

continue. The Western Allies quickly moved to create a separate West Germany. 

1 8 May 1949: just 3 days after the end of the blockade, the USA, Britain and 
France permitted their zones to come together as a state known as the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

1 14 August 1949: Germans in the new country were allowed to elect their 
‘own parliament, called the Bundestag. 

1 15 September 1949: the first democratically elected chancellor of the 
Federal Republic, Konrad Adenauer, took office. 

1 The Federal Republic's new capital was Bonn. The new country was much 
bigger than East Germany. 

1 The three Western-controlled zones of Berlin continued and became known 
as West Berlin, 


Stalin responded by creating the German Democratic Republic in October 
1949. Only the communist bloc countries recognised it as a nation. The Federal 
Republic refused to recognise that Germany had been spittin two until the 1970s. 


For the next 40 years, people would talk about West Germany and East 
Germany but, for most of this time, each German regarded their own state as 
the only real one. 


SOURCE K 


‘An extract from the NATO Charter. Article 5 
‘stated: 


The Parties agree that an armed 
attack against one or more of them 
in Europe or North America shall be 
considered an attack against them 
all and consequently they agree 
that, if such an armed attack occurs, 
cach of them... will assist the Party 
or Parties so attacked by taki 
such action as it deems necessary, 
including the use of armed force, to 
restore and maintain the security of 
the North Atlantic area. 


Stalin's threat to Berlin and the communist takeover in Czechoslovakia, which 
happened the same year, persuaded the Western powers that they needed 

a formal military alliance to protect themselves from the Soviet Union. They 
also wanted to send Stalin a message about their determination to stand firm 
against communism. 


In April 1949, the USA, Britain, France and nine other Western countries joined 
together in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The members of 
NATO agreed that, if any member was attacked, all members of NATO would 
come to its assistance. The British foreign secretary, Ernest Bevin, played 

‘a major part in bringing about this alliance. He made a speech in the British 
parliament in which he said that European countries would welcome American 
involvement and called on other Westen European countries to connect with 
the USA. 


Until now the USA was not certain to get involved directly in the defence of 
Wester Europe after the Second World War. The Truman Doctrine said the USA 
‘would offer assistance, but the creation of a formal military alliance was a major 
step beyond this, NATO resulted in the Americans keeping bases in Europe 
throughout the Cold War, which has continued right up to the present day. 
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1 Imagine you are a radio reporter working for an American radio station. 
You have been asked to give a 1-minute broadcast on ‘How the USA 
saved Europe from communism in the years 1947-49". What would 


you say? 

2 Now imagine that Stalin has asked you to explain to him in just 1 minute 
how American policy was a threat to the Soviet Union in the years 
1947-49. What would you say to Stalin? 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION ‘The main reason for the worsening relations between the Soviet Union and the 


USA in the years 1945-49 was the Berlin Crisis (1948-49).’ 


| aot ff a02 | How tar do you euros? plan your anower 


= PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING, You may use the following in your answer: 
SKILLS 
[oa I the Berlin Crisis (1948-49) 
® the Marshall Plan, 
You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


Remember that this question is not asking for a description of an event or policy. It 
is asking why that event or policy made relations worse. Make sure you explain how 
the factors you write about increased the tension between East and West. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENTS, 1945-49 UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


RECALL QUIZ 


1 Inwhich country was a communist government established in February 1948? 
2 Where did Churchill make his ‘Iron Curtain’ speech? 

3. What was the Truman Doctrine? 

4 Which country received more than a quarter of the aid given out under the Marshall Plan? 
5 What did the Soviet Union set up to rival the Marshall Plan? 

6 What was Comintorm? 

7 What was Operation Vittles? 

8 What was Trizonia? 

9 When was NATO formed? 

10 Who was the first democratically elected chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany? 


STRENGTHEN 

‘S1 What was important about the Truman Doctrine? 

‘$2 Which countries received the most aid from the Marshall Plan? 
‘$3 What was the role of Comecon? 


CHALLENGE 

C1 Why was Cominform set up? 

C2 In what way was the USA's signing of the NATO treaty a change from past policy? 

C3 Challenge a partner to see who can give the best 1-minute speech about ‘How the Cold War developed, 
1945-49’, As you listen to your partner's speech, list any important events you think have been missed. What 
would you include in a short summary? 


SUMMARY 


1 Towards the end of the war, the Soviet Union began taking control of countries in Eastern Europe. 

@ The West became concerned that an ‘Iron Curtain’ was being formed. 

In the Truman Doctrine, Truman promised to defend democratic countries against communism. 

George Marshall, the US secretary of state, promised massive aid to Europe, launching the Marshall Plan. 

§ Western European countries welcomed the Marshall Plan, but Soviet-controlled countries were not allowed to 
accept aid. Stalin set up Cominform and Comecon as rivals to the Marshall Plan. 

§ West Berlin was blockaded by the Soviet Union. Britain and the USA organised a successful airlift to rescue the 
city. 

1 The USA agreed to keep military bases in Europe and, with Britain's encouragement, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) was formed. 

1 The Western-controlled areas of Germany were combined to form Trizonia, which eventually became the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

1 The Soviet zone became the German Democratic Republic. 
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EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (A) QUESTIONS 


ELE ere 
CREATIVITY 


‘Study Extract A. 


From a history of superpower relations published in 2009, 


‘The Marshall Plan promised large sums of American financial aid to Europe. 
Churchill said it was the most unselfish act in history, but the motives of the 
Americans were more than just humanitarian. Without financial assistance, 
Europe would not be able to act as a market for American goods. In addition, 
there were political considerations. The Americans saw poverty as the perfect 
breeding ground for the hated communism. But the Soviet Union saw the 
Marshall Plan as interference in the states of Europe and labelled the plan 
‘dollar imperialism’* 


[Dollar imperialism* = using financial aid to win support for your country.) 


‘Question to be answered: What impression does the author give about 
‘the Marshall Plan? 


‘You must use Extract A to explain your answer. (6 marks) 


‘Analysis Question 1: What is the question type testing? 

In this question you have to make an inference from what the extract says to 
show what impression the author set out to create. The key to analysing the 
extracts is to understand that the author deliberately chooses how he/she 
writes, He/she will make a choice about what language to use, what tone to 
adopt and what content to include to create an impression. 


Analysis Question 2: What do I have to do to answer the question well? 
Obviously you have to read the extract carefully and work out what the author 
is trying to make you think. Has the author set out to give a positive or negative 
impression or has he/she set out to suggest that an event/policy or movement 
was significant/ineffective, successful/unsuccessful. The language and tone of 
the source will help you see this. Are there any especially ‘emotional’ words? 
Has the author deliberately included things or left things out? 


Analysis Question 3: Are there any techniques | can use to make it very 
clear that | am doing what is needed to be successful? 

This is a 6-mark question and you need to make sure you leave enough time to 
answer the other two questions fully (they are worth 24 marks in total). So you 
want to answer this question as quickly as you can. A good way to do this is to 
answer the question straight away. 


‘So why not begin with ‘The impression the author is trying to give about the 
importance of the Marshall Plan is... 
So now you have to prove it. A good way to do this is to say, ‘I think this 


because of the language and tone...’ then quote Extract A to prove what you 
are saying about language and tone. 


Another way is to say, ‘I also think this is true because of the content the 
author has chosen...’ then quote Extract A to prove what you are saying about 
content choice. For example, the author shows its importance by writing how 
both the USA and the Soviet Union think the Marshall Plan is important. 


EARLY DEVELOPMENTS, 


IER RELATIONS, 194: 


The author gives the impression that the Marshall Plan affected relations between 
the Soviet Union and the United States. | know this because the author has 
adopted a tone and used language that suggests that the Marshall Plan made 
relations worse between the two countries. 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of Answer A? 
Well, this is probably the correct answer, but it isn't going to get many marks! 
The problem is that there is no attempt to prove what is being said. The 
question says, ‘You must use Extract A to explain your answer’ (it even says 

it in bold), but there is no use of Extract A here. When the student decided 
what to write, he/she must have read something in Extract A to make him/her 
think lke this. So why not put it in the answer? If that had been done, then the 
answer would have been very good. 


Has Extract A got any emotive language? How about ‘unselfish’, ‘perfect 
breeding ground ‘interference’, ‘dollar imperialism’? Has the author 
deliberately chosen to include some points, but not others? Well, evidence 
that both countries thought it was important has been included. However, it is 
interesting that the author talks about how Churchill thought the Marshall Plan 
was unselfish, He didn’t have to say that, so it must have been included to 
create an impression, 


Answer B 
The author gives the impression that the Marshall Plan affected relations between 
the Soviet Union and the United States. | know this because the author has written 
that the Marshall Plan was introduced because [poverty was the perfect breeding 
ground’ for communism. So it is anti-communist and the Soviet Union was a 
communist country. The Soviet Union will recognise it as being against them. The 
extract also says that the Marshall Plan was considered by Churchill to be an 
‘unselfish’ action, So the British are saying the plan is good. That's going to make 
the Soviet Union even more annoyed and damage relations. Then the author tells 
us that the Soviets considered that the Marshall Plan was ‘interference’ So that 
shows they were annayed and that they must have felt less positive about what the 
‘Americans were doing, Throughout the extract the language is selected to create 

an impression of the Marshall Plan being a good thing. It is described as ‘unselsh, 
‘more than humanitarian’ and against ‘hated communism. The language also 
shows that it is harming relations by saying the Soviets saw it as ‘interference’ and 
‘imperialism’ 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of Answer B? 
This is a very good answer. The student has identified the overall impression 
of the source and provided plenty of evidence from the extract to support the 
impression. 


Challenge a friend 

Find a passage about the Marshall Plan in a history book and set a part (a) 
question for a friend. (Remember to choose a passage that has got some 
‘pinion in it. We can't answer this type of question easily if the extract is just 
straightforward narrative of what happened.) Then look at the answer. Does it 
do the following things? 


C. State a valid impression from the source 
C Provide 3~4 lines explaining how language, tone and content choice prove 
this. 


If it does, you can tell your friend that the answer is very good! 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand how relations between East and West deteriorated in the 1950s 
Understand how the arms race contributed to increased mistrust 
Understand the impact of the Hungarian Uprising. 


~ EE okie OD 
Disagreements over ro ‘Cope should be governed had helped divide Europe into two 
camps by 1949. During the 1950s, tension was further increased as both the USA and the 
Soviet Union tried to gain military supremacy. This resulted in an arms race that led to each 
side having such powerful weapons that they could destroy their rivals several times over. 


When new leaders of the USA and the Soviet Union emerged in 1953, there was some hope of 
a thaw in relations between East and West. Those hopes were destroyed by the events of the 
Hungarian Uprising in 1956. 


THE 


LD WAR IN THE 


SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 


72 


3.1 FROM KOREA TO HUNGARY 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand the impact of the Korean War on relations between East and West 


Understand how both sides moved from conventional to nuclear weapons 


Understand how new leaders affected relations between East and West. 


THE COLD WAI 50-58 


May 1955 

November 1952 Federal Republic of Germany November 1956 August 1957 

USA successfully March 1953 (West Germany) joined Hungarian Uprising Soviet Union tested 

tested hydrogen bomb Stalin died NATO; Warsaw Pact formed crushed first ICBM 
June 1950 January 1953 August 1953 February 1956 June 1957 June 1958 
North Korea invaded Eisenhower took Soviet Union Khrushchev, new leader USA launched first Imre Nagy, prime 
South Korea office as US successfully tested of Soviet Union, made _inter-continental minister of Hungary, 

president hydrogen bomb speech criticising Stalin ballistic missile (ICBM) executed 


THE IMPACT OF THE 
KOREAN WAR 

KEY TERMS 

‘38th parallel the border between North 


‘and South Korea after the Second World 
War. It isa circle of latitude that is 38 


degrees north of the Equator 


domino effect the idea that if one 
country became communist others 
would too, like a row of falling dominoes 


After Korea was freed from Japanese control in 1945, forces from the Soviet 
Union entered the north of the country and those from the USA entered the 
south. A division was agreed between ‘North’ and ‘South’ Korea along the 
38th parallel and the country was effectively split into two separate countries 
~ the People's Democratic Republic of Korea (North Korea) and the Republic of 
Korea (South Korea), North Korea received aid and military equipment from the 
Soviet Union, and South Korea received similar support from the USA. Both 
countries claimed to be the rulers of the whole country. 


President Truman was determined that South Korea should not become 
communist. The Americans were already trying to prevent the spread of 
communism in Europe and feared that, if South Korea fell to the communists, 
then there would be a domino effect and other countries would become 
communist as well. 


WAR 

‘On 25 June 1950, North Korean forces invaded South Korea. At the request 
of the USA, the Security Council of the United Nations met to consider what 
action to take. The Soviet Union was not attending the United Nations at this, 
time, so it was unable to prevent a decision being made to support South 
Korea. North Korea was told to withdraw from South Korea, but it failed to do 
0. A UN force from 16 countries was put together to help South Korea. 


The vast majority of the troops were American and the commander was 
General Douglas MacArthur. He pushed the North Koreans back across 
the 38th parallel and continued his advance until he was close to the 
Chinese border. At that point, the communist Chinese entered the war and 
pushed the United Nations forces out of North Korea. The Chinese leader, 
Mao Zedong, was not prepared to see American-led forces defeat his 
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President Truman explaining why he sent 
American troops to Korea. 


I felt certain that if South Korea 
was allowed to fall and if the 
communists were allowed to 

force their way into South Korea 
without opposition from the free 
world, no small nation would have 
the courage to resist threats and 
aggression by stronger communi 
neighbors. 


Read Source A. 
1 In ten words, explain what 
President Truman was saying. 
2 How similar are Truman's 
words to those the Americans 
were using about Europe 
in Chapter 2. Explain your 
answer. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


THE PRICE OF WAR 

Ithas been estimated that the USA 
spent $67 billion on the war. Over 
30,000 American soldiers were 
killed and itis still not known what 
happened to almost 8,000 others. 
However, the cost to Korea in human 
lives was much greater. South Korea 
suffered 217,000 military deaths and 
1 million civilian deaths. North Korea 
ost 406,000 troops and 600,000 
civilians. China, too, suffered heavy 
casualties, losing 600,000 troops. 


‘SUPERPOWER RE 


ATIONS, 1943- 


‘communist colleagues. MacArthur disagreed with President Truman about 
how the war should be fought and Truman dismissed him in April 1951. The 
war continued for another 2 years. As the final peace left the border between 
the two countries at the 38th parallel, the United Nations could claim to have 
successfully become involved to stop a North Korean takeover. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


THE KOREAN WAR 

When North Korean troops invaded South Korea in June 1950, President Truman 
was convinced that the Soviet Union had told North Korea to invade. We now know 
that Stalin was actually not very Keen on the invasion and it had been the North 
Korean leader, Kim lI-sung, who pushed Stalin into agreeing with the invasion. The 
North Korean invasion was very successful to start with, and South Korean and 
‘American forces were pushed back into a small area in the south-east comer of 
their country. But General MacArthur led a counter-attack. He forced the North 
Koreans back across the 38th parallel and, by October, had captured the North 
Korean capital, Pyongyang. However, as MacArthur's troops came close to the 
border of China, its leader, Mao Zedong, sent a force of 200,000 men to stop his 
advance. The UN forces under MacArthur retreated and, by the end of 1950, were 
back at the 38th parallel. The war continued until July 1953 and there were often 
heavy casualties, but neither side made major gains in the last few years of the war. 


‘SOURCE B 


‘Acartoon published in the USA in 1949. On the lefts Stalin and on the right is Uncle Sam, 
representing the USA. 


'¥ Figure 3.1 The divided Korea 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 194 


‘SOURCE C 


General MacArthur in a letter to an American politician in early April 1951. A few days 
after the letter was read out in the House of Representatives, President Truman decided to 
dismiss MacArthur. 


Ir seems strangely difficult for some people to realise that here in Asia is where 
the communists have made their play for global conquest... that here we fight 
Europe’s war with arms, while there the diplomats still fight with words. If we 
lose this war to communism in Asia, the fall of Europe is inevitable; win it and 
Europe will most probably avoid war and yet preserve freedom. 


Study Sources B and C. 

4 Imagine that you had no other information about the Korean War than 
these two sources. What could you learn about the war from them? 

2 MacArthur seems to be saying what everyone thought about the war. 
Why do you think Truman dismissed him? 


THE IMPACT OF THE WAR 

‘The war had a major impact on relations between East and West. 

1 The USA now committed itself to supporting other countries in Asia that 
were trying to resist communism. It also strengthened its land forces in 
Europe and encouraged Greece and Turkey to join NATO. The defence 
budget in the USA was tripled after the Korean War. 

@ In September 1954, the USA, Britain, France, New Zealand, Australia, the 
Philippines, Thailand and Pakistan joined together in the Southeast Asia 
Treaty Organization (SEATO). The purpose of this new organisation was to 
stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia, 

§ The Soviet Union was worried by the USA strengthening its armed forces 
and took steps to increase the size of its own armed forces. In 1950, there 
were 2.8 million soldiers in the Red Army. By 1955, the number had risen to 
almost 5.6 million, 

1 When West Germany joined NATO in 1955, the Soviet Union responded 
by bringing together eight communist countries in the Warsaw Pact (see 
page 45). This organisation expected the member states to come to the 
defence of any member attacked by an outside force. 


So, although the Korean War had taken place in Asia and, in theory, was a war 
between two small Asian countries, it had a major impact on global relations 
between the USA and the Soviet Union. The suspicion and distrust they had for 
each other increased and both sides increased the size of their armed forces 

in case the Cold War developed into a direct military confrontation between 
them. This desire to have a stronger military force also led to a nuclear arms race 
as both the USA and the Soviet Union tried to gain military supremacy over 
‘their rival. 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


Explain two effects of the Korean War on superpower relations. (8 marks) 


Remember that this question is asking about the effects on superpower relations. 
Don't write about the war, write about how the war affected relations. 


THE COLD WAR IN THE 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


THE IMPACT OF THE ARMS 
RACE: SOVIET UNION 


VERSUS USA, 1950-58 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


PAYMENT FOR TREACHERY 

George Koval was a Russian spy 
who managed to become involved 
in the Manhattan Project producing 
America’s first atomic bomb. He 
smuggled secrets back to the Soviet 
Union, which allowed it to produce 
its own bomb in 1949. He eventually 
retumed to the Soviet Union but, in 
1999, was so short of money that he 
contacted the American embassy in 
Moscow. He had heard somewhere 
that all who had served in the 
‘American army during the Second 
World War could apply for special 
social security benefits. He had 
spent 3 years in the US army from 
1943 to 1946, so wondered if he 
qualified for benefits. The astonished 
Americans told him that he did not! 


> Figure 3.2 Reaction and counter-reaction in 
the arms race 


KEY TERM 


deterrent a force that prevents 
something from happening. In the Cold 
War, many politicians believed in the 


‘nuclear deterrent’. They thought a 
country would be deterred from using 
‘nuclear weapons if there was a danger 
that their enemy would reply with an 
equally destructive nuclear attack 


‘Since developing the atomic bomb in 1945, the USA had felt secure knowing 
it was the only country in the world with such a powerful weapon. President 
Truman knew that the atomic bomb was an important counter to the Soviet 
Union's much larger stocks of conventional weapons. However, Stalin 
instructed his scientists to put all their energies into developing a Soviet 
atomic bomb and this was achieved by 1949. Then, the USA developed a 
hydrogen bomb in 1952. This was 1,000 times more powerful than the atomic 
bomb and restored the American advantage. One year later, the Soviet 
Union also had a hydrogen bomb. in 1957, the USA developed the inter- 
continental ballistic missile (ICBM), which could fire a nuclear weapon 
at a target approximately 5,000 km away. Just a few months later, the Soviet 
Union was testing its first ICBMs. 


AS 


The arms race was making each side more powerful, but was it giving either 
side an advantage? The development of nuclear weapons was typical of what 
became known as the arms race. Both the USA and the Soviet Union spent 
huge sums of money on developing large armies, navies, submarine fleets and 
stocks of conventional and nuclear missiles. It was important to try to stay 
ahead in the race because military superiority might help in any disagreement 
with your rival. However, the weapons that were being developed were so 
powerful that, from the early 1950s, both the USA and the Soviet Union could 
have destroyed the world many times over. 


This led to a change in thinking about war. Previously, weapons and armed 
forces were developed to win wars. But, such was the power of the new 
‘weapons that they were being developed to ensure that the other side would 
not go to war at all. Since both sides understood the risks involved in using 
nuclear weapons, they acted as a deterrent. 


‘AUS atomic bomb test in the Pacific, in 1951. 


From a lecture given by George Kennan (see page 23) on BBC radio in 1957. He said that nuclear 
war had to be avoided because there could never be such a thing as a ‘limited’ nuclear war. 


Icannot accept that it would prove possible, in the event of an atomic war, 
to arrive ata workable understanding with the enemy about the degree of 
destructiveness of the weapons that would be used... This seems to me to be a 
very slender and wishful hope indeed. 


THE 


F From 1953, both the USA and the Soviet Union had new leaders. Dwight 
UNION Eisenhower was elected president of the USA in 1952 and took office in 
January 1953. His presidential campaign focused on defeating communism 
and both he and his secretary of state, John Foster Dulles, were strongly anti- 
‘communist. Eisenhower was determined to block any attempt at communist 
‘expansion, but he was also aware of the dangers created by nuclear weapons. 
This made him prepared to listen to proposals from the Soviet Union that there 
should be negotiations to try to improve relations. 


SOV! 


J Stalin's death on 5 March 1953 led to a struggle for power within the Soviet 
Union, as Stalin had not named a successor. It was not until 1956 that Nikita 
Khrushchev emerged as the effective ruler of the country. At the Communist 
Party Congress that year, he publically criticised Stalin's policies and 

| suggested there should be peaceful co- nce with the West. 


peaceful co-existe 
side in peace 


ERPOWER 


‘SOURCE F 


‘A photograph of Nikita Khrushchev, answering questions at a press conference in Paris 
in 1960. 


Peaceful co-existence was based on a growing belief in the Soviet Union that 
its communist philosophy was so superior to that in the West that capitalism 
would eventually collapse. So in the meantime there was little point having 
open confrontation which might lead to a destructive war with the West. As a 
result of the more positive approach of both Khrushchev and Eisenhower, it 
was hoped that the two superpowers could find a way to reduce tension and 
move towards peaceful co-existence. Several other factors contributed to this 
hope. 

ll The borders between the capitalist West and Soviet Union were now clearly 
defined, with the Iron Curtain an agreed boundary. The insecurity and fears 
that both sides felt at the end of the Second World War had been replaced 
with an acceptance of the new map of Europe. 

I& In 1950, there had been a war in Korea in which the USA and the Soviet Union 
supported different sides. But, in July 1953, that war had come to an end. 

§ Both the USA and the Soviet Union were spending large sums on their armed 
forces, Although both sides were prepared to carry on spending, they knew 
that reducing spending on armed forces would be good for their economies. 


This new hope was strengthened by an agreement in 1955 on how Austria 
should be governed and a summit meeting in Geneva in July 1955. The 
Geneva Summit failed to reach agreement over disarmament and the future 
of Germany, but the atmosphere of co-operation that existed at the meeting 
reduced some of the tension that existed between East and West. 


Unfortunately, the better relations were only short-lived. In May 1955, West 
Germany joined NATO. Now it would have the full support of the Western 
powers, who would come to its aid in any dispute with the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet response was to organise its own military alliance. 


THE 


> Figure 3.3 The emblem of the Warsaw Pact 
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‘THE WARSAW PACT, 1955 

When the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) was allowed to 

join NATO in May 1955, Stalin's fears were increased. Now there was a real 
danger of an armed and powerful Germany on the borders of Soviet-controlled 
Eastem Europe. Within a week of West Germany joining NATO, the Soviet 
Union formed its own communist defensive military alliance - the Warsaw 
Pact. The members were the Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Albania and the German Democratic Republic (East 
Germany). These countries became known as the ‘Eastern Bloc’. Although the 
Warsaw Pact had many member states, the leadership was entirely Soviet and 
the alliance was under the command of the Soviet Union. 


‘There was now no doubt that Europe was, in reality, two Europes. One was 
under the protection of the USA and working to defeat communism. The 
‘other was led by the Soviet Union and seeking to extend communist control. 
The confrontation and hostility between these two camps drove international 
relations for the next 35 years. 


Discuss the following statement with a friend and find arguments that (a) 
support it (b) oppose it. 

“Once both the USA and the Soviet Union had atomic bombs, they could 
blow the other side up easily. So, there was no point developing more 


weapons.’ 
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SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


3.2 THE HUNGARIAN UPRISING, 1956 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why Hungary was important to the Soviet Union 


Understand why Nagy’s reforms were seen as a threat to the Soviet Union 
Understand how the Soviet invasion affected relations between East and West. 


THE IMPACT OF SOVIET 
RULE ON HUNGARY 


DE-STALINISATII 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


PRIME MINISTER IMRE NAGY 

Imre Nagy became a communist 
during the First World War, when 
he was a prisoner of war in Russia. 
In 1944, Nagy joined the new 
‘communist government in Hungary 
as minister for agriculture. His 
support for peasant farmers (rather 
than the state) got him into trouble 
and he was expelled from the 
Communist Party in 1949. After a 
public statement of loyalty to the 
Soviet Union, Nagy rejoined and 
even became prime minister (1953— 
55), but was expelled again in 1955. 
After the 1956 uprising, Nagy was 


arrested and then executed in 1958. 


THE SOVIET INVASION 


Since 1945, when the Red Army liberated Hungary from German occupation, 
Hungary had been under strict Soviet control. Non-communist political parties 
were banned and key officials in the government, police and army were 
chosen by Stalin. The Hungarian Communist Party leader, Matyas Rakosi, was 
a firm supporter of Stalin and dealt strongly with opponents of communist rule. 
In the years 1949-56, more than 300,000 Hungarians were sent to prison and 
more than 2,000 were executed. 


Khrushchev's speech in 1956 criticising Stalin's repressive regime gave the 
Soviet Union's satellite states the opportunity to push for a relaxation of Soviet 
control in their own countries. In Poland, the new leader, Wladyslaw Gomulka, 
introduced a series of moderate reforms and this encouraged the Hungarians 
to push for changes as well. 


During 1956, the people of Hungary began to protest about their lack of 
political freedom and problems created by fuel shortages and poor harvests. 
In October, there were riots in the capital, Budapest, and police fought with 
protestors. It looked like the policy of de-Stalinisation might have begun to 
threaten the stability of the Warsaw Pact, so Khrushchev sent the Red Army 
into Hungary to restore order. However, he agreed to replace Rakosi with Imre 
Nagy, a former prime minister who had been thrown out of the Communist 
Party after arguing with Rakosi. Nagy was a communist, but he thought that 
within a communist regime there could be more personal freedoms. The Red 
Army then withdrew. 


At the end of October 1956, Nagy announced a set of proposed reforms. 
These included Hungary leaving the Warsaw Pact and becoming a neutral 
country, and also a degree of power sharing with non-communist groups. 


Nagy’s proposals gave Khrushchev serious cause for concern. If Hungary 
broke away from the Warsaw Pact, other Eastern European countries might 
follow. Then the whole strategy of achieving security for the Soviet Union 

by surrounding it with pro-communist governments would be under threat. 
Khrushchev therefore ordered a Soviet invasion of Hungary. On 4 November, 
tanks rolled into Budapest. Supporters of Nagy put up a fight and begged the 
West for support (see Source G), but no support came. It is believed that up to 
20,000 Hungarians were killed as Soviet forces re-established control. A new 
pro-communist government was set up under Janos Kadar and Nagy was 
later executed. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


POLISH PROTESTS 

In the summer of 1956, there were 
also protests against Soviet control 
in Poland. Here, the Polish leader, 
Gomulka, was able to prevent an 
armed invasion by persuading the 
Soviets that, while Poland wanted 
to make some of its own decisions, 
the Poles were totally loyal to the 
Warsaw Pact and to communism. 


RPOWEF 


‘SOURCE G 


From a transcript of Imre Nagy's last-minute plea for support as Soviet tanks rolled into 
Budapest on 4 November 1956. 


ELATIONS, 19 


This fight is the fight for freedom by the Hungarian people against the Russian 
intervention, and it is possible that I shall only be able to stay at my post for 
one oF two hours. The whole world will see how the Russian armed forces, 
contrary to all treaties and conventions, are crushing the resistance of the 
Hungarian people. I should like in these last moments to ask the leaders of the 
revolution, if they the country... [For] today it is Hungary and 
tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow, it will be the turn of other countries, 
because the imperialism of Moscow does not know borders and is only trying 
to play for time, 


Nagy and many of his supporters had believed that Khrushchev's criticism of 
Stalin would lead to a ‘softer’ approach with the satellite countries. But they 
were wrong. Khrushchev could not allow any threat to Soviet security. When 
Nagy was executed, Khrushchev described his death as ‘a lesson to the 
leaders of all Socialist countries’. 


Hungarian rebels waving their national flag in Budapest, Hungary. They are standing on top of a captured Soviet tank. 


THE COLD WAR IN THE 


UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


INTERNATIONAL REACTI 
TO THE SOVIET INVASION 
OF HUNGARY 


Read Sources G and | 

1 What method is Source G 
using to try to persuade 
foreign powers to help the 
Hungarian rebels? 

2 Are there any parts of Source | 

which surprise you? If so, 

explain which ones. 


When Nagy had proposed leaving the Warsaw Pact, he and his fellow rebels 
‘expected support from the USA and other Western nations. Radio Free 
Europe, a US government-funded radio station, regularly broadcast messages 
‘encouraging the people of Eastern Europe to rebel against the communist 
regime. Since the USA had offered financial aid through the Marshall Plan, 
people in Eastern Europe assumed they would be ready to help in other ways. 


Eisenhower was sympathetic to the Hungarians, and some NATO nations in 
Europe did take in Hungarian refugees, but no military support was offered to 
the Hungarians during the uprising. The US policy of containment meant that, 
while the USA would take military action to prevent the Soviet Union spreading 
communism beyond the satellite states, it was not prepared to interfere in the 
affairs of an already communist country. A military attack on a Soviet satellite 
state could start a nuclear war. This would result in the destruction of both 
sides — a far worse result than leaving rebels to fight the Soviets alone. 


‘SOURCE | 


‘An article in an American magazine in December 1956. 


Ic is understandable, certainly, that we in the United States should feel shamed 
by our inability to act in this nightmare. Nevertheless, we should not forget, 
in all the suffering and pain, that we owe the people of Hungary more than 
our pity. We owe them also pride and praise. For their defeat has been itself 

a triumph, Those Hungarian students and workers and women and fighting 
children have done more to ruin the future of Communism than armies or 
diplomats had done before them. They have given more and done more. For 
what they have done has been to expose the brutality of Communism for all of 
Asia, all of Africa, all the world to see. So long as men live in any country who 
remember the murder of Hungary, Soviet Russia will neve be able to 
pose before the world as the benefactor of mankind, 


EXTRACT A 


From a modern world history published in 2001. 


Nagy made an appeal to the United Nations for help, and radio messages 
begged for assistance from the West. The western powers, however, did not send 
support. In 1956 Britain, France and the USA were squabbling over who should 
control the Suez Canal. The Americans were not prepared to send troops into 
Hungary. Preventing the spread of communism was one thing, sending troops 
to fight in a country that was already communist was too much to ask. 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


TTT (t7Ss. nrenenerarion 


HINT 


Remember that you must avoid just 
copying what the extract says, What 
message can you work out from what 
the extract says? 


Study Extract A. 
What impression does the author give about the attitude of the Wester 
powers towards the Hungarian Uprising? 


You must use Extract A to answer the question. (6 marks) 


A radio broadcast to the West by Hungarian freedom fighters on 4 November 1956. 


There is no stopping the wild onslaught of communism, Your turn will come, 
once we perish. Save our souls! Save our souls! We implore you to help us in 
the name of justice and freedom. 


THE 


LD WAR IN THE 


THE IMPACT OF THE 


HUNGARIAN UPRISING ON 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


IL 


PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING, 
[DECISION MAKING, ADAPTIVE 
‘LEARNING, INNOVATION 


SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 194: 


‘The Hungarian Uprising made Khrushchev's position in the Soviet Union much 
stronger and gave him a stronger position in the Warsaw Pact. Members now 
knew they must do as they were told. If they rebelled, they could not expect 
military support from the USA. Khrushchev also became more confident in 
dealing with the USA because he now knew they were unlikely to risk taking 
military action. 


In some ways, the failure of the Hungarian Uprising reflected badly on the 
West. The USA and its allies had encouraged communist countries to rebel 
against the Soviet Union, but were not prepared to back up their words with 
military support, 


Even though the USA did not take military action, they strongly opposed 
the Soviet invasion of Hungary, and Khrushchev's tough policy damaged 
relations between the two superpowers once more. Friendlier relations at the 
Geneva Summit had looked like a thaw in the Cold War, but it was short-lived 
and the events of the 1960s (covered in Chapter 4) would make the Cold War 
even ‘colder’. 


“The main reason for the Soviet invasion of Hungary was because Khrushchev 
didn't trust the Hungarian leaders.” 

How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 

‘You may use the following in your answer: 

IH the Hungarian leaders 


IB the Warsaw Pact. 
‘You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


Remember that this question is about reasons. What made the Soviet Union carry 
out the invasion? What help can you get from the bullet points? 


1 Write a list of reasons why Hungarians wanted to leave the Warsaw 
Pact. Is it possible to say which reason was most important? 

2 You are a military adviser to President Eisenhower. He asks for a 
‘summary of reasons why he should support the Hungarian Uprising. 
What do you say? 

3 President Eisenhower says he has received a report from another 
adviser with reasons why the USA should not Intervene in Hungary. 
What do you think the report says? 
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RECALL QUIZ 


4 When did North Korea invade South Korea? 
2 Which side was supported by the Soviet Union? 

3 Who led the force put together by the United Nations? 

4 Which country joined NATO in 19552 

5 Which country developed its first atomic bomb in 19497 

6 What is an ICBM? 

7 Who was elected US president in 1952? 

8 Who became leader of the Soviet Union in 19537 

9 Which leader introduced reforms in Hungary, leading to a Soviet invasion? 
10 Give one reason why the USA did not intervene in Hungary. 


CHECKPOINT 


STRENGTHEN 

‘$1 What new types of weapons were developed in the 1950s? 

‘S2 What is meant by ‘deterrence’ in the Cold War? 

‘$3 Why was West Germany joining NATO so important? 

‘CHALLENGE 

(C1 Why did people think there might be an end to the Cold War after Stalin died? 

C2 If both the USA and the Soviet Union already had the capability to destroy their rivals by 1950, why did they 
keep creating new weapons? 

3 Why did Hungarians think their uprising would receive outside support? 


SUMMARY 


@ In 1953, North Korea invaded South Korea. 

The USA and the Soviet Union supported different sides in the war and tension between them increased. 

'& US involvement in the war led to it making commitments to help stop the spread of communism in Asia. 

B Both the USA and the Soviet Union increased spending on defence after the war. 

@ In the 1950s, the arms race between the USA and the Soviet Union accelerated, with a massive development of 
nuclear arms on both sides. 

Both sides had enough weapons to destroy each other and the world several times over, 

In 1953, the election of Eisenhower and the death of Stalin seemed to reduce tension in the Cold War. 

& When West Germany joined NATO, the Soviets set up the Warsaw Pact. 

 Arebellion against Soviet domination of Hungary in 1956 was put down with armed force, 

1 The Hungarian Uprising did serious damage to East-West relations. 


THE 
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UPERPOWER RELATIONS, 194: 


EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (B) QUESTIONS 


Question to be answered: Explain two effects of the arms race (1950-58) 
on relations between the Soviet Union and the USA. (8 marks) 


Analysis Question 1: What is the question type testing? 
In this question you have to demonstrate that you have knowledge and 
understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
You also have to make judgements about historical events to consider 

what the effects of them were. In this particular case, it is knowledge and 
understanding of the arms race and its effect on relations between the Soviet 
Union and the USA. 


Analysis Question 2: What do I have to do to answer the question well? 
Obviously you have to write about the arms race! But it isn’t just a case of 
writing everything you know. You have to write about two effects. What are 
effects? They are things that the subject you are given causes to happen. The 
key to explaining the effect of an event is explaining the link between it and an 
‘outcome. So, for example, an effect of you doing a lot of revision should be 
that you can answer the questions in the exam better. You would explain this 
by emphasising how you know more facts, how you have to spend less time 
trying to remember things, how you have looked at more examples of how to 
answer questions, etc. 


Analysis Question 3: Are there any techniques | can use to make it very 
clear that | am doing what is needed to be successful? 

This is an 8-mark question and you need to make sure you leave enough time 
to answer the other two questions fully (they are worth 22 marks in total). 
Remember you are not writing an essay here. You are providing two effects 
and enough historical detail to explain why the event had these effects. 


Therefore, you need to get straight in to writing your answer. 


The question asks for two effects, so it's a good idea to write two paragraphs 
and to begin each paragraph with phrases like ‘One effect was..., ‘Another 
effect was...’. The use of phrases in your answer such as ‘this led to’; ‘asa 
result of this’; ‘this brought about’; ‘this resulted in’ will help demonstrate that 
you are focusing on effects. 


‘The word ‘explain’ is important because it tells you that you have to do more 
than just state what the effect was. You need to use your knowledge of the 
period to explain how the effect led to the outcome. So ‘this led to....’ states 
an effect, but ‘this led to... because at this time...’ is moving towards an 
‘explanation. 


‘You cannot get more than 4 marks if you explain only one effect. However, you 
are required to explain only two effects and you will not gain credit for a third. 
If you do write about more than two, your better two will be credited and the 
third will be disregarded, 
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In 1945, the USA was the only country with atomic weapons. President Truman 
knew that the atomic bomb gave the USA an important advantage because the 
Soviet Union only had conventional weapons. However, by 1949, the Soviet Union 
had developed its own atomic bomb. Then the USA developed a hydrogen bomb in 
1952. This was ,0OO times more powerful than the atomic bomb and restored the 
American advantage. One year later, the Soviet Union also had a hydrogen bomb. 
In 1957, the USA developed the ICBM (inter-continental ballistic missile). A few 
months later, the Soviet Union was testing its first ICBMs, 


Both the USA and the Soviet Union spent huge sums of money on building up 
large armies, navies, submarine fleets and stocks of conventional and nuclear missles. 
The weapons that were being developed were so powerful that, from the early 1950s, 
both the USA and the Soviet Union could have destroyed the world many times 
over. 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of Answer A? 

The only strength that this answer has is that it contains a lot of information 
about the arms race. There is no discussion of effects, just the story of the 
arms race. There is no mention of relations between the USA and the Soviet 
Union, so this answer would score very few marks indeed. 


Answer B 
One effect of the arms race was that it brought the United States and the Soviet 
Union into competition with each other and increased tension between them. So, 
every time one of the countries seemed to be getting an advantage over the other, 
there was a great effort put into developing new types of weapon to try and counter 
the advantage. When the United States was the only country with atomic weapons, 
the Soviet Union worked hard to produce its own bomb. Then the United States 
developed a hydrogen bomb and so did the Soviet Union, All this competition just 
reinforced the idea that they were competing in the Cold War. 


However, we could say that another effect was to actually make relations between 
them less likely to lead to war, Before atomic and nuclear weapons were developed, 
countries produced weapons expecting to use them to win wars. What was 
happening now was that nuclear weapons were being developed to act as deterrents. 
The idea was that no country would go to war with you because they knew that you 
could destroy them with your weapons. Even a victory would be at enormous cost. 
So, the effect on relations was to make the Soviet Union and the USA less likely to 
go to war. 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of Answer B? 

This is much more what is required. It identifies two effects and then uses 
knowledge of the arms race to explain how it changed relations. In the time 
there is to answer the question, it is difficult to see what else the student could 
have done. 


Challenge a friend 
Use the Student Book to set a part (b) question for a friend. Then look at the 
answer. Does it do the following things? 


Provide two effects 
Cl Provide 3-4 lines of detailed historical knowledge to explain why the event 
caused the outcome (effect) you have identified. 


If It does, you can tell your friend that the answer is very good! 
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“SA. THREE CRISES: = 


=“ BERLIN, CUBA AND © 
~ CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why the Berlin Wall was built and its impact on relations between East and West 
Understand why the Cuban Missile Crisis was such a threat to world peace 
Understand why the Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia and the reaction of the West. 


ioe. i 
The events of the Hungarian Uprising in 1956 destroyed the co-operative atmosphere of the 
Geneva Summit in 1955. International relations became ever more strained in the 1960s when = 
* crises in Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia all added to the tension between the USA and the 
Soviet Union. : 


Disagreements over control of Berlin and a growing refugee crisis led Khrushchev to order the 
building of the Berlin Wall, creating a physical barrier between the East and West sides of the 
city. When the Soviets based nuclear missiles on the island of Cuba, within striking distance 
of the US mainland, tension between the superpowers almost resulted in nuclear war. Tension 
also increased when the Soviet Union sent tanks into Czechoslovakia to stop reforms that 
threatened Moscow’s control of the country. 
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4.1 BERLIN 1958-63: INCREASED TENSION AND THE IMPACT OF THE 
BERLIN WALL 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why there was a crisis in Berlin, 1958-63 
Understand how Khrushchev tried to deal with the refugee problem and how Kennedy reacted 
Understand how the Berlin Crisis affected international relations. 


BERLIN CRISIS, 1958-6: 


‘August 1961 
May 1959 September 1959 May 1960 Construction of 
Geneva Summit Camp David Summit Paris Summit Berlin Wall began 
November 1958 September 1959 May 1960 June 1961 June 1963 
Khrushchev's Beri Khrushchev visited USA U-2 Crisis Vienna Summit-Berlin Kennedy visited 
Ultimatum: Ultimatum renewed Berlin 


THE REFUGEE PROBLEM In 1949, Germany had been divided into two: democratic West Germany and 
IN BERLIN, 1958 an East Germany firmly under the control of the communist Soviet Union. 


West Germany received Marshall Aid and, during the 1950s, became a wealthy 
country in which most people enjoyed a high standard of living. East Germany 
did not receive economic aid and the government's economic policies in 

the 1950s were largely unsuccessful, so East Germans suffered from a low 
standard of living. The communist regime in East Germany was increasingly 
unpopular. There were many limits on what people could say and do and the 
secret police kept a close watch on the actions of ordinary citizens. In 1953, 
there were riots against the government and the Soviet government sent an 
armed force to restore order. 


Under these circumstances, it is not surprising that many East Germans chose 
to leave home and move to West Germany. They knew that the quality of life in 
West Germany was much higher and it was easy to cross the border. All they 
had to do was travel from East to West Berlin. Once there, they were officially 
in part of West German territory. 


By 1958, 3 million East Germans, over a sixth of the country's entire 
population, had crossed to the West. Many of them were exactly the kind of 
people East Germany urgently needed to build its economy. Skilled workers, 
‘such as engineers, technicians and teachers left, knowing that they could earn 
much higher salaries in West Germany. 


The Soviet leader, Khrushchev, could not allow this situation to continue. Not 
only was East Germany losing valuable people, but communism was facing a 
propaganda disaster. In Berlin, people had a choice between the communist 
East and the capitalist West. They were making it clear that they preferred 
‘the West. 
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> Figure 4.1 Numbers of refugees crossing 
from East to West Germany, 1949-61 
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° T 
1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 


KHRUSHCHE\ 
ULTIMATUM 


BERLIN 


KEY TERMS 


ultimatum a final demand, often backed 
up with a threat to take action 


‘tree city a city with its own independent 
government. Khrushchev did nat really 
‘mean to make Berlin independent — 

he wanted it to be controlled by the 
‘Soviet Union 


Khrushchev decided the answer was for the whole of Berlin to become part 
of the surrounding territory of East Germany. If the Americans, British and 
French left Berlin, it would be much harder for East Germans to get into West 
Germany. But Khrushchev knew that Britain, France and the USA would not 
agree to leave. They would have to be forced. 


In November 1958, Khrushchev demanded that Western countries should 
officially recognise East Germany as an independent country. At this point, 
they still believed Germany could be reunited and did not want to recognise 
East Germany as a separate country. 


‘On 27 November, Khrushchev issued his Berlin Ultimatum. He demanded that: 
| Berlin should be demilitarised and Wester troops withdrawn 
'§ Berlin should become a free city. 


‘The West had 6 months to make these changes or Khrushchev would hand 
‘over control of all routes into Berlin to the government of East Germany. 


‘SOURCE A 


Extract from Nikita Khrushchev's speech about Berlin, given on 10 November 1958. 


The time has obviously arrived for the signatories of the Potsdam Agreement 
to renounce the remnants of the occupation regime in Berlin and thereby 
make it possible to create a normal situation in the capital of the German 
Democratic Republic. The Soviet Union, for its part, would hand over to the 
sovereign German Democratic Republic the functions in Berlin that are still 
exercised by Soviet agencies. This, I think, would be the correct thing to do. 


Extract from a note sent from the Soviet Foreign Ministry to the American ambassador 
‘at Moscow. It was entitled ‘Regarding Berlin’ and sent on 27 November 1958. It became 
known as the Berlin Ultimatum. 


If the statesmen responsible for the policy of the Western powers are guided by 
feelings of hatred for communism and the socialist countries in their approach 
to the Berlin question as well as other international problems, no good will 
come out of it. 
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Khrushchev's threat to hand over control of transport to the East Berlin 
government was a clever move. If he did this, it would force the Western 
powers to talk to the East German authorities about access to Berlin, forcing 
them to accept East Germany as a legitimate country. 


‘The Berlin Ultimatum had a major impact on international relations. The West 
was angered by Khrushchev's demands and saw his actions as another 
‘example of how the Soviet Union was seeking to extend communism. 
Khrushchev, however, saw his demands as essential action to solve the 
problem of Western-controlled areas existing in communist East Germany and 
stop the flood of skilled citizens from East Germany. 


By 1958, both the USA and the Soviet Union had large numbers of nuclear 
‘weapons, but neither side wanted this latest crisis to result in war. Even the 
West German chancellor, Adenauer, who was strongly opposed to recognising 
East Germany as a legitimate country and believed West Germany was the 
only ‘real’ Germany, did not think the issue of Berlin was serious enough to 
justify a nuclear war. Between 1959 and 1961, therefore, a series of talks were 
held to try to solve the ‘Berlin problem’. 


THE SUMMIT MEETINGS 
F 1 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


KHRUSHCHEV IN THE USA 

In 1959, Khrushchev made the first 
ever visit by a Soviet leader to the 
USA. He ate hot dogs, met ordinary 
people, visited Hollywood and 
Seemed to enjoy himself. However, 
after a meeting between Khrushchev 
and Eisenhower, the American 
president was not convinced that 
the Soviet policy on Berlin had 
actually changed. 


GENEVA, MAY 1959 

The first summit meeting between the foreign ministers of the various countries 
was held in Geneva, in neutral Switzerland, Both sides made proposals for 
how Berlin should be governed, but no agreement was reached. President 
Eisenhower invited Khrushchev to the USA for further talks. 


CAMP DAVID, SEPTEMBER 1959 

Eisenhower and Khrushchev met face to face for the first time at the 
presidential ranch. There was still no agreement about a way forward for 
Berlin but the Soviets did agree to withdraw the Berlin Ultimatum. The 
meeting appeared to establish better relations between the two leaders and 
it was agreed that further talks would be held in Paris the following summer. 


1 Why do you think so many East Germans were crossing to West 
Germany in the period 1949-61? 

2 Why didn't Khrushchev just let them go? 

3 Why did the USA care what was happening in Berlin, when it was so 
far away? 


THE U-2 INCIDENT AND THE PARIS SUMMIT CONFERENCE, MAY 1960 

As the various parties prepared for the Paris talks, the Soviet Union made an 
announcement that destroyed any chance of those talks being successful. 
On 1 May, they had shot down an American U-2 spy plane as it flew over the 
Soviet Union. The Americans tried to claim it was a weather aeroplane that 
had blown off course, but the Soviets interrogated the pilot, Gary Powers, 
who admitted to being on a spying mission. Although President Eisenhower 
was embarrassed by what had happened, he refused to apologise, saying 
that spying operations like this could not be avoided. Khrushchev walked out 
of the meeting and it ended with no decisions being made, 
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Soviet people looking at the remains of the U-2 spy plane shot down over the Soviet Union in May 1960. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


US SPY PLANES 

During the Cold War, the US Air 
Force (USAF) and the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) used ultra- 
high altitude U-2 jet aeroplanes to fly 


‘spy missions over enemy countries. 
It was hoped that the aircraft would 
fly beyond the reach of enemy radar 
and aircraft. Many flew over the 
Soviet Union, often from USAF bases 
in friendly nations such as Pakistan. 


Arecent account of the Paris Summit and U-2 incident from the US Department of State 
Official History website. 


Khrushchev had publicly committed himself to the idea of “peaceful 
coexistence” with the United States... [Had] the United States apologized, 
he would have continued the summit. Eisenhower, however, refused to 
issue a formal apology... On May 11, Eisenhower finally acknowledged his 
full awareness of the entire program and of the Powers flight in particular. 
Moreover, he explained that... such spy flights were a necessary element in 
m: ind that he planned to continue them. 


tional defense 


aininy 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION Explain two effects of the U-2 incident on superpower relations. 


(8 marks) 


Remember that you are being asked about ‘effects’, not what happened. Focus your 
answer on how relations were different as a result of the U-2 incident. 
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EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was one of 
the youngest men ever to be elected 
president of the USA —he took 
office aged just 43. Born in 1917, he 
‘came from a very wealthy family. He 
fought in the Second World War and 
served as a senator before becoming 
president. Many, like Khrushchev, 
‘saw Kennedy as an inexperienced 
youth, whose wealth gave him no 
understanding of the real world. 
Events in Berlin and Cuba proved 
Khrushchev was wrong. 


VIENNA, JUNE 1961 

In January 1961, John F. Kennedy became president of the USA. Kennedy 
followed a policy of building up the USA's military forces, but at the same time 
trying to resolve difficulties with the Soviet Union through talks. 


Khrushchev believed that, as Kennedy was inexperienced in foreign affairs, it 
would be possible to get an advantage over him. He also knew that Kennedy's 
reputation had suffered when an American invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs 
in April 1961 failed (see page 64). So, at a new round of talks held in Vienna 

in June 1961, Khrushchev took a tough approach and renewed the Berlin 
Ultimatum of 1958, 


Kennedy was extremely concerned by what Khrushchev was doing, but was 
determined not to appear weak. He refused to make any concessions and 
‘once again the meeting ended with no final decision on Berlin, The personal 
relationship between Kennedy and Khrushchev became very strained. 


After Vienna, Kennedy decided to increase spending on American armed 
forces by over $2 billion to protect the USA if war broke out. It seemed that, 
if necessary, the USA was prepared to fight over Berlin, 


President Kennedy speaking to the American people after his return from the Vienna Summit 
in 1961. 


‘We do not want to fight ~ but we have fought before, And others in earlier 
times have made the same dangerous mistake of assuming that the West was 
t00 selfish and too soft and too divided to resist invasions of freedom in other 
lands... We cannot and will not permit the Communists to drive us out of 
Berlin, either gradually or by force... Our pledge to that city is essential to the 
morale and security of Western Germany, to the unity of Western Europe, and 
to the faith of the entire Free World. 


4 Write a paragraph summarising the results of each summit held 
between 1959 and 1961. 

2 For each summit, highlight what went well and what went wrong. In a 
‘small group, discuss what made some summits more successful than 
others and what would have made the talks more successful. 

3 'In reality, the summits were a complete waste of time.’ How far do you 
agree with this statement? Write a short paragraph to explain your answer. 


BUILDING THE BERLIN WALL 


Khrushchev's tough line on Berlin had forced Britain, France and the USA 

to become involved in talks about the city's future. However, it had an 
unfortunate side effect. As tension between East and West grew, so more East 
Germans decided to cross to the West, just in case Khrushchev decided to 
close the border. On just one day in August 1961, for example, 40,000 East 
Germans crossed to the West. 


Acting on instructions from Khrushchev, the East German leader, Walter Ulbricht, 
decided to close the border. On the night of 12 August 1961, East German troops 
built a barbed wire fence around Berlin and between East and West Berlin, 
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This was only the beginning. Soon work on a concrete wall, which would 
stretch around 165 kilometres, began. It seemed that discussions were over. 
Berlin and Germany were to stay split in two and East Germany's refugee 
problem was solved 


THE IMPACT IN BERLIN 

The Berlin Wall cut through streets and even buildings. While it was being built, 
many more people made escape attempts. One woman threw a mattress out 
of the window into West Berlin and then jumped onto it. She landed on the 
mattress but later died of her injuries. The West Berlin fire service tried to help 
others ready to jump by catching them in blankets. 


By the end of the summer, the Wall was finished. Along the 43-kilometre 
section that cut through the centre of Berlin there were, strictly speaking, two 
walls, one facing East and the other West. They were separated by a zone 
known as ‘no-man’s-land’, packed with booby traps, barbed wire, minefields 
and car barriers, all guarded by hundreds of lookout towers, with machine- 

gun nests and powerful searchlights. Berliners could not visit their family and 
friends on the other side of the Berlin Wall. Families, friends and neighbours 


1 Look at Source F and the 
information on page 61. Why 
do you think no one tried to 
rescue Peter Fechter? 

2 In small groups, choose one 
of the following roles and 
prepare a 30-second speech 
to convince the rest of your 
class. 

a President Kennedy saying 
why Khrushchev was wrong 
to build the Wall. 

b Khrushchev explaining why 
he was right to build the 
‘Wall. 

3 Which of these views do you 
think the people of Berlin 


would have agreed with? 
Explain why you think this. 


were separated, often for years. People who worked on either side of the Wall 
had to give up their jobs because they could not travel to the other side. 


In desperation, some people tried to cross the Wall. East German border 
guards were instructed to shoot anyone making the attempt and it is estimated 
that over 130 people were killed. One of the saddest failed attempts to cross 
the Berlin Wall came in August 1962, when two building workers tried to cross 
from East Berlin to West Berlin. One reached West Berlin safely, but the other, 
Peter Fechter, was shot. He fell back into East Berlin and lay dying for 45 
minutes. As thousands of West Germans yelled ‘murderers!’ across the border, 
East German guards eventually took the body away. 


‘SOURCE F 


The body of Peter Fechter being carried away by East German border guards. 
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IMPACT ON RELATIONS BETWEEN EAST AND WEST GERMANY 

When the Wall was first built there was outrage in West Germany and relations 
with East Germany worsened. The West had been hoping for a reunification 
‘of Germany, and for a while it seemed that the Soviet Union was considering 
it. There were some protests in East Germany as well, but these were quickly 
quashed by the secret police. 


However, the building of the Wall may, in some ways, have actually improved 
relations between the two countries. The issue of refugees crossing into the 
West had been a problem which had strained relations since 1945. Now that 
the stream of refugees had been cut off, once the protests were over, it might 
be possible to improve relations. 


IMPACT OF THE WALL ON THE USA AND THE SOVIET UNION 
‘The building of the Berlin Wall had positive and negative results for the USA 
and the Soviet Union. 


E=] NEGATIVE OUTCOMES POSITIVE OUTCOMES 


SOVIET Khrushchev had to abandon plans The Wall stopped refugees leaving 

UNION tounite Germany under Soviet __for the West through East Berlin 
control. ‘The Wal sent the West a message 
‘The Wall showed that the Soviet __ chat communism would survive 
Union had to ‘lock’ people into —_in Berlin and that any attempt to 
East Germany to stop them reunite Germany under Western 
leaving. Given a choice, they control would fail. 
seemed to prefer capitalism over 


communism. 
USA ‘The Soviet Union had closed the The Wall showed that Khrushchev 
border without consulting the hhad been forced to accept Western 
USA, control in West Berlin, and that he 
“Thos people whio wanted éo did not think he could get away 
escape from communism were no With bullying Kennedy anymore, 
longer able to, ‘West Berlin became a symbol 
of freedom and defiance against 
communist. 


The positive results for Kennedy's reputation were demonstrated when he 
visited West Berlin in 1963. Thousands of West Berliners turned out to see 
him, He was treated like a rock star or sports hero — his route was showered 
with flowers, rice and shredded paper, and crowds chanted his name. 


West Berliners were celebrating their freedom in contrast to the restrictions 
of life in the East as well as the arrival of a famous visitor. During the visit, 
Kennedy praised the freedoms of the West and compared them with 
‘communism in a famous speech in which he said, ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’. 
(lam a citizen of Berlin’) 


61 


BERLIN, CUBA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


“ICH BIN EIN BERLINER’ 
In Kennedy's 1963 speech in 

Berlin, he said ‘ich bin ein Berliner’ 
‘Berliner’ means ‘citizen of Berlin’ but 
also ‘doughnut’ - so some people 


have argued that Kennedy literally 
‘said, ‘I am a doughnut’! The crowd in 
Berlin doesn't seem to have thought 
this, or cared if that was what he 
said. They loved Kennedy's message 
and the fact that he tried to say it in 
German. 


SUPERPOWER RELATION 


1943-72 


From a speech given by Kennedy on 26 June, 1963. The speech was given in a public 
square in West Berlin. 


Two thousand years ago the proudest boast was ‘civis Romanus sum’ [Iam a 
Roman citizen]. Today, in the world of freedom, the proudest boast is“Ich bin 
a Berliner’ [Lam a citizen of Berlin} 


There are many people in the world who really don’t understand, or say they 
don’t, what is the gre 
world, Let them come to Berlin, 


issue between the free world and the Communist 


There are some who say that Communism is the future. Let them come to Berlin. 


And there are some who say in Europe and elsewhere we can work with the 
Communists. Let them come to Berlin. 


And there are even a few who say that it is true that Communism is an evil 
system, but it permits us to make economic progress. Lass’ sie nach Berlin 


kommen, Let them come to Berlin, 


John F: Kennedy giving the ‘ich bin ein Berliner speech, on 26 June 1963. 
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4.2 THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why Cuba became a threat to the USA 
Understand how Kennedy dealt with Khrushchev's attempt to put nuclear missiles in Cuba 
Understand how the crisis affected international relations. 


THE CUBAN REVOLUTION 
AND THE CUBAN MISSILE 


CRISIS, 1959-63 


16 October 1962 

May 1959 January 1961 Kennedy assembled 28 October 1962 

Cuban government USA broke off September 1961 advisory group Soviet Union agreed 

nationalised foreign- diplomatic relations Khrushchev offered ExComm, beginning to remove nuclear August 1963 

‘owned land in Cuba with Cuba weapons to Cuba the ‘Thirteen Days’ missiles from Cuba Test Ban Treaty 
January 1959 February 1960 August 1961 14 October 1962 22 October 1962 dune 1963 
Batista overthrown: Castro signed BayofPigs _U-2 spy plane Kennedy appearedon Telephone ‘hotline’ 
Castro became agreement with invasion pictures showed national TV to announce set up 
leader of Cuba Khrushchev Soviet missile silos blockade 


THE CUBAN REVOLUTION In January 1959, a group of revolutionaries, led by Fidel Castro and Che 


Guevara, overthrew Fulgencio Batista, the head of the pro-American 
government of Cuba. President Eisenhower was concerned about the 
revolution as there were very close links between Cuba and the USA. American 
businesses had invested heavily in Cuba and much of the land was owned 

by Americans. Cuba's oil refineries, electricity and telephone networks, and 
railways were also controlled by Americans and the USA was an important 
investor in Cuba’s main export, sugar. The new leader of Cuba, Fidel Castro, 
was a nationalist who did not want his country’s economy to be under 
‘American control. This created tension between the USA and Cuba, which 
grew into a crisis threatening world peace. 


In the aftermath of the revolution, there were three main areas of tension. 

'@ The American government reluctantly recognised the new government, but 
refused to provide economic aid unless Cuba followed guidelines set out 
by the International Monetary Fund. 

1B In May 1959, the Cuban government took over all land in Cuba owned 
by foreigners. It paid compensation to previous owners, but the US 
government refused to recognise the scheme. Castro took the land 
anyway. 

'® Castro had already begun appointing communists to his government 
when, in February 1960, he made an agreement with the Soviet Union. 
Khrushchev agreed to buy Cuban sugar and provide economic aid. There 
was also a secret clause saying that Cuba would receive arms from the 
Soviet Union. 
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‘SOURCE | 


Fidel Castro and Nikita Khrushchev meet at the United Nations in New York, 


The USA was extremely concerned that a pro-Soviet regime was being 
established just 145 kilometres from the US mainland and decided to take action 
to try to bring Cuba into line. In July 1960, Eisenhower reduced the amount of 
sugar the USA would buy from Cuba and, in October, banned all trade with the 
country. In January 1961, the USA broke off diplomatic relations with Cuba. 


President Kennedy (who took over from Eisenhower in 1961) did not want 

an ally of communism so close to American territory. He therefore gave 

his support to a plan agreed by the Central intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
Eisenhower before he was elected. The CIA suggested that a group of Cuban 
exiles could be trained to launch an invasion to overthrow Castro. Sending 
Cuban exiles would make the attack look like a Cuban counter-revolution, so 
the USA could claim not to be involved. 


(On 17 April 1961, an invasion force of around 1,400 Cuban exiles landed at the 
Bay of Pigs in Cuba. The USA hoped they would overthrow the Castro regime 
and put a new US-friendly government in control of the island. The attempted 
coup was a complete failure, for several reasons. 

§ The volunteers had little military experience. They received some training 


from the CIA, but they could not compete with the experienced Cuban 
revolutionary army. 


1 The USA wanted to present the attack as a Cuban effort to get rid of Castro. 


As a result, they could not send US ground forces or air strikes to support 
the attack. 
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'® Castro's government found out about the invasion plans. There were 20,000 
soldiers ready and waiting to fight off 1,400 invaders. 

1 The USA and the exile army wrongly thought that most Cubans would 
support them, But many ordinary Cubans felt happy with Castro and did not 
want to help overthrow him. 


Castro showed wrecked aeroplanes and other evidence of the Cuban victory 
to journalists from around the world. The Americans could not deny they were 
involved and the defeat became a public humiliation for them. 


‘SOURCE J 


‘Anti-Castro fighters captured during the Bay of Pigs operation. 


Extracts from a 1961 US government inquiry into the Bay of Pigs operation. 


Scrutiny of the plans for the operation would have shown that Castro's 

ability to fight back and roll up internal opposition needed to be taken more 
seriously... Why did the United States contemplate pitting 1500 soldiers, 
however well-trained and armed, against an enemy vastly superior in number 
and arms. We can confidently assert that the CIA had no evidence that Cubans 
in significant numbers would join the invaders... The proj 
clements of secrecy as for more than 3 months the Amer 
reporting on the recruitment and training of Cubans, The CIA's name was 
freely linked with these activities. Denial was a pathetic illusion, 


THE EFFECTS OF THE BAY The Bay of Pigs was a humiliating and embarrassing failure for the USA. They 
OF PIGS INCIDENT ON had previously accused the Soviet Union of trying to build an empire in Eastern 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS Europe. Now it looked like the Americans were acting in exactly the same way 
to restore American influence in an independent country by supporting an 
armed uprising against its government, 


The Soviet Union was quick to point out that the people of Cuba were happy 
under the leadership of the pro-communist Castro and had shown little support 
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for the Cuban exiles’ attempt to restore the pro-American and corrupt Batista 
regime. Khrushchev said this was clear evidence of the popularity of communism. 


‘The Bay of Pigs incident led to stronger relations between Cuba and the Soviet 
Union. After defeating the invasion, Castro declared himself to be a communist 
and asked Khrushchev to help him defend Cuba against any future attack from 
the USA. In September 1961, Khrushchev publicly announced that he would 
provide arms to Cuba, 


President Kennedy was extremely concerned by this. Cuba would now have 
modern military equipment and training from Soviet experts. If the Soviet Union 
placed nuclear weapons in Cuba, the USA would be under direct threat. Kennedy 
‘warned Khrushchev that he could not allow the Soviet Union to use Cuba as a 
base to threaten the USA. Khrushchev assured him that he had no intention of 
doing so, but the Americans were soon to discover that this was not the case. 


1 Why was the USA concerned about Castro's revolution in Cuba? 

2 Explain the American thinking behind the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

3 Broadcasters love to hear ‘soundbites’. In Source K, ‘Denial was a 
pathetic illusion’ is an excellent ‘soundbite’. Working with a partner: 
a Look up the meaning of the words ‘pathetic’ and ‘illusion’. 

b In as few words as possible, explain what the soundbite means. 
¢ Summarise what the report says went wrong with the invasion. 


THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 


> Figure 4.2 American cities that could be 
reached from missile bases in Cuba 


On 14 October 1962, an American spy plane took pictures showing that the 
Soviet Union was building missile launch sites in Cuba, The Americans knew 
that missiles launched from these sites could reach most US cities. American 
intelligence agencies informed President Kennedy that a fleet of Soviet ships 
was already on its way to Cuba carrying further supplies and equipment to 
enable the nuclear missiles to be fired at the USA. 


SJcanaoa’s? j 4 Soviet missile bases 
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This photo, taken on 23 October 1962 by an American U-2 spy plane, showed that further work had been done on the missile launch site in 
Cuba since it was originally spotted on 14 October. 


Khrushchev had previously told Kennedy that he would not put nuclear 
weapons in Cuba, Why did he now take this highly provocative step? There 
were several reasons. 
In Europe, NATO had missiles based in Turkey, just a short distance from 
the Soviet Union. Khrushchev believed it was time for the USA to feel what 
it was like to be under threat. It was also possible that Khrushchev's real 
aim was to have the missiles in Turkey removed. 
The building of the Berlin Wall was presented by many Soviet critics as 
a failure for Khrushchev. If he could outwit Kennedy over Cuba, it would 
restore his reputation. 
i Khrushchev may also have wanted to put missiles in Cuba because he 
feared another American attack. If the Americans overthrew Castro, this 
would be seen as another defeat for communism. 


The Soviet Union could have fired nuclear missiles at the USA from their own 
territory, so placing missiles in Cuba did not make a great deal of practical 
difference. But it made a huge political difference. As far as Kennedy was 
concerned, the Soviet Union had to be stopped from putting nuclear missiles 
in Cuba, for many reasons. The question was, how could he take action 
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> Figure 4.3 Kennedy's options at the time of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis 
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without starting a major war? Defense Secretary Robert McNamara advised 
that the missiles would be ready to fire in 2 weeks, There was no time 
to waste. 


‘There are elections to 
the US Congress coming 

up in November. If ! don't stand 

up to Khrushchev, my Democratic 

Party will do very badly 


‘The American people Things will get even more 
will see nuclear missiles difficult in Germany 

in Cuba as a huge blow if Khrushchev thinks he 
to our nation’s pride can push me around 


Invade Cuba? Bomb missile Sink Soviet ships as 
sites in Cuba? they approach Cuba? 


SOURCE M 


From a statement made by Dean Acheson, one of Kennedy's advisers, at a meeting held on 
17 October 1962 to discuss what action the USA should take over Cuba. 


We should proceed at once with the necessary military action and do no 
talking. The Soviets will react someplace. We must expect this, take the 
consequences and manage the situations as they evolve, We should have no 
consultations with Khrushchev, Castro or our allies, though we should alert 
our allies. 
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THE THIRTEEN DAYS, 
16-28 OCTOBER 1962 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


DEADLY NUCLEAR POWER 
Researchers at Harvard University 
‘worked out that, if the USA and 

the Soviet Union had fired nuclear 
missiles at each other during the 
Cuban crisis, then 100 million people 
would have been killed in the USA. 
‘and another 100 million in the Soviet 
Union. That would have meant 

the death of 53.6 per cent of the 
population of the USA and 44.6 per 
cent of that of the Soviet Union. 


On 16 October, Kennedy called together an Executive Committee (ExComm 
for short) to discuss how the USA should react. ExComm met every day for 13, 
days, during which the world faced the threat of nuclear war. 


After several days of discussion, on 22 October, Kennedy decided not to 

launch an attack. Instead, he set up a naval blockade around Cuba (though the 
‘Americans called it a ‘quarantine’, because blockades were considered acts 

‘of war). No ships would be allowed to pass through the blockade without US 
permission. Kennedy appeared on US television that evening to inform a shocked 
US public about the missiles in Cuba. Many Americans expected the Soviet 
Union to ignore the blockade, then the USA would have to sink their ships and 
war would follow. Kennedy was aware of this and prepared 54 bombers, each 
with four nuclear warheads, in case war broke out. The world held its breath, 


However, Khrushchev had no more desire to start a nuclear war than Kennedy 
did. On 23 October, he ordered the Soviet ships to turn around. Kennedy and 
his team did not know this. They thought the Soviet ships were still sailing 
towards the blockade and that any minute they would be forced to fire on the 
ships to stop them breaking through. Such action would probably cause a 
nuclear war. So, on 24 October, when the Americans heard that the ships had 
turned around, they were extremely relieved. Dean Rusk, the US secretary of 
state, told Kennedy, ‘We are eyeball to eyeball, and | think the other guy just 
blinked!’ It wasn't quite true, but it sums up the relief the Americans felt. 


1 Khrushchev must have known that the USA would object to Soviet 
nuclear missiles being placed in Cuba. Suggest reasons why this did 
not stop him from trying to do so. 

2 Look at Source M. 

a Summarise Acheson's point of view in one sentence. 
b Acheson's position could well have led to war. Does that mean the 
USA was prepared to fight the Soviet Union? 


FROM CONFRONTATION 
TO AGREEMENT 


KEY TERM 


Hawks during the Cold War, those who 
‘supported going to war were known as 


Hawks. Those who tried to find solutions 
to problems without going to war, were 
known as Doves 


The Soviet decision not to break through the naval blockade meant direct 
fighting had been avoided, but the Soviets still had missiles in Cuba and the 
USA still wanted them removed. The answer appeared to come on 26 October, 
when Khrushchev sent Kennedy a telegram offering to remove missiles from 
Cuba if the Americans agreed not to invade. 


Before Kennedy could respond, another telegram arrived on 27 October, 
saying Khrushchev would remove the missiles only if US missiles in Turkey 
were also removed. On the same day, an American U-2 plane was shot down 
‘over Cuba. The Hawks in the USA demanded military action, but Kennedy 
refused to take that route. 


Instead, Kennedy decided to ignore the second telegram and agreed to 
Khrushchev's proposal to promise not to invade Cuba, in return for removing 
the missiles. On 28 October, Khrushchev sent his agreement. 


We now know that Kennedy's brother, Robert, had met the Soviet ambassador 
in Washington the day before and agreed to remove the Turkish missiles. 
However, this part of the deal was kept secret, 
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THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 


KEY TERM! 


brinkmanship pushing disagreements 
to the point where there isa risk of 
war (the brink). In 1956, a former US 
secretary of state, John Foster Dulles, 
wrote, ‘f you are scared to go to the 
brink, you are lost’ 


‘non-proliferation stopping the spread 
of something, usually weapons or 
armaments 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATIES - WHO SIGNED? 

‘The USA and the Soviet Union were 
the most important countries to sign 
the treaties limiting the spread of 
nuclear weapons, but they were not 
the only ones. Britain and France 
also had nuclear weapons and 
signed up, as did many countries 
around the world that did not have 
nuclear weapons. Some countries, 
including Israel, Pakistan and 

India, either never signed the treaty 
0F developed nuclear weapons 
anyway. 


> Figure 4.4 Reasons why the Cuban Missile 
Crisis did not lead to war 


‘The Cuban Missile Crisis made clear what could happen if the Soviet Union 

and the USA continued to follow a policy of brinkmanship. Both Khrushchev 

and Kennedy had been under pressure to take action that could have led to a 

major war. Fortunately, this had not happened and both countries now wanted 

to make sure that future misunderstandings would not cause war to break out. 

‘Some important steps were taken. 

1 In June 1963, a direct communications line was set up between Washington 
and Moscow. This became known as the ‘hotline’ 

1 In 1968, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was signed to stop the 
spread of nuclear weapons. Countries that signed up to the treaty agreed 
not to share their nuclear technology with other countries. 


In some ways, the Cuban Missile Crisis actually led to the world becoming 
a safer place. It also led to a change in relations between Kennedy and 
Khrushchev. Kennedy had shown himself to be a strong leader, not only 

in challenging Khrushchev, but also challenging the Hawks in his own 
government. His popularity increased significantly in the USA, particularly 
as the agreement over Turkey had not been made public. This increased 
popularity gave him more confidence in his dealings with the Soviet Union. 


Khrushchev claimed that he had been the winner in the dispute, as he had 
guaranteed the security of Cuba (see Extract B). However, this was not 
the feeling in Moscow, where the military felt that they had been forced 
into a humiliating withdrawal. His unpopularity was a significant factor in 
Khrushchev's dismissal in 1964. 


EXTR 
‘An extract from Khrushchev’s memoirs, published in 1967. 


We sent the Americans a note saying that we agreed to remove our missiles, 
and bombers on condition that President Kennedy gave us assurances that 
there would be no invasion of Cuba. Finally Kennedy gave in and agreed to 
make a statement giving us such an assurance, It was a great victory for us ~ 
a spectacular success without having to fire a single shor. 


‘The USA agreed 
to move missiles 
from Turkey 


Kennedy wanted 
to avoid war 
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1 ‘The Cuban Missile Crisis was 
won by President Kennedy. 
With a partner, discuss 
whether or not you agree with 
this statement. 

2 Read Extract B. Does this 
extract make you surprised 
that Khrushchev was sacked 
in 19647 

3 Look at Source N. In your 

‘own words describe the 

cartoonists view of the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. Do you agree? 
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‘Acartoon published in the Washington Post on 1 November 1962. 
“Let’s Get A Lock For This Thing” 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION 


ANALYSIS, INTERPRETATION, 
TEED cacanvity 


Study Extract C. 

What impression does the author give about the Cuban Missile Crisis? 

You must use Extract C to explain your answer. (6 marks) 
HINT 


The key to answer this type of question is to work out what the author thought. 
From that you should be able to work out the impression the author is giving. 


EXTRACT C 


‘Acomment on the Cuban Missile Crisis from a book on modern world history written in 2008. 


Recent evidence seems to support the view that Kennedy acted in a 
statesmanlike way, was prepared to compromise and was not motivated by 

his ow: . The tape recordings of the ExComm meetings at the time 
show Ke atedly pushing for a compromise and point to the fact that 
he was very aware of the dangers of a nuclear war, 
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4.3 CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 1968-69 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why Dubcek introduced reform in Czechoslovakia 


Understand why the Soviet Union invaded Czechoslovakia 


Understand the impact of the Prague Spring on international relations. 


THE PRAGUE SPRING ANI 


ITS IMPACT, 1968-69 


September 1968 
April 1968 Pravda newspaper published speech 
Prague Spring reforms began _setting out the Brezhnev Doctrine 


January 1968 August 1968 April 1969 
Dubcek became leader of ‘Soviet invasion of Dubcek dismissed 
the Czech government Czechoslovakia 


OPPOSITION TO SOVIET CONTRO! 


In 1948, Stalin had supported a coup in Czechoslovakia that removed non- 
‘communists from power and established a pro-Soviet communist government 
under the leadership of the head of the Czech Communist Party, Klement 
Gottwald (see page 21). 


Life under communist rule was difficult for the Czech people. In effect, the 
country was ruled by the Soviet Union, which used the secret police to 
maintain control. The Czech economy was run for the benefit of the Soviet 
Union and there were few consumer goods for the Czech people. There 
was no freedom of speech and radio, newspapers and television were 
censored, On Stalin’s orders, the Czech government carried out purges 
between 1949 and 1954, and the victims included, not only democratic 
Politicians, but also military leaders, Catholics, Jews, people with wartime 
connections with the West and even high-ranking communists. Protests 
against the low standard of living and lack of freedom grew, with student 
demonstrations in 1966 showing how unpopular the government was. 


THE PRAGUE SPRING 


KEY TERM 


socialism a political and economic 
theory that states that the people 
should own and control the making and 
selling of goods. Communist countries 


sometimes refer to themselves as 
‘socialist’ because itis a stepping 
stone on the way to communism from 
capitalism. For example, the Soviet 
Union was also known as the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics 


In 1968, Alexander Dubcek was elected as first secretary of the Czech 
Communist Party — in effect, the head of the Czech government. The Soviet 
leadership approved of Dubcek and trusted him to make the government of 
Czechoslovakia more effective and less unpopular, while keeping the country 
completely loyal to the Soviet Union. 


Dubcek was committed to the Warsaw Pact and a devoted communist. He 
believed that communism was the right political path, but it should not make 
life miserable. A communist government should offer ‘socialism with a human 
face’. He thought citizens should be able to enjoy life, express their views in 
public and speak out against Communist Party decisions they did not like, 
without fear of being punished by the government. 


‘The reforms Dubcek introduced from April became known as the ‘Prague 
Spring’, after the country’s capital. 
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EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


YUGOSLAVIA 
At the end of the Second World War, 
Yugosiavia was liberated largely 
without Soviet help. Although its 
leader, Josip Tito, was a communist, 


he did not want to follow Moscow's 
leadership and, in 1948, Yugoslavia 
was expelled from Comintorm. Tito 
was famous for once writing an open 
letter to Stalin telling him to stop 
sending people to kill Tito, or Tito 
‘would have to send someone to kill 
Stalin. 
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Censorship was relaxed and criticism of government actions was allowed. 
Il Trade unions were given wider powers and government control of industry 
was reduced. 
1 More power was given to the Czech regional governments. 
Trade with the West was increased. 
§ Czech people were given greater freedom to travel abroad. 
1B The idea of having multi-party elections was discussed, though Dubcek 
and other communist leaders made it clear that this would not happen for 
many years. 


Dubcek’s reforms were met with great enthusiasm by the Czech people, 

but they were much less popular in Moscow. Dubcek was careful to assure 
Moscow that Czechoslovakia would remain in the Warsaw Pact and was 

a loyal ally of the Soviet Union. However, the Soviet leader, Brezhnev (who 
replaced Khrushchev in 1968), disapproved of many of the measures Dubcek 
‘was proposing. If these measures were introduced in Czechoslovakia, wouldn't 
the other Warsaw Pact countries want similar reforms? At this time, Romania 
was refusing to attend Warsaw Pact meetings and the Yugoslavian leader, Tito, 
refused to accept control from Moscow. What if Moscow also lost control of 
Czechoslovakia? 


THE SOVIET REACTION 


> Figure 4.5 The Warsaw Pact troops that 
helped put down the Prague Spring came 
from East Germany, Hungary and the Soviet 
Union 


Throughout the months after Dubcek became leader, Brezhnev remained in 
contact, asking him not to endanger communism in Czechoslovakia by going 
too far with his reforms. He also ordered Warsaw Pact troops to carry out 
manoeuvres in Czechoslovakia to threaten Dubcek. When Duboek invited 
Ceausescu of Romania and Tito of Yugoslavia to Prague for talks, Brezhnev 
decided to act. 


‘On 20 August 1968, 500,000 Warsaw Pact troops invaded Czechoslovakia and 
ended the Prague Spring. There was little opposition to the invasion. Brezhnev 
had ordered the Czech army to remain in its barracks, just in case it tried 

to fight the invading forces. The Czech people could do little against such a 
Powerful army, though there were individual acts of bravery, such as blocking 
roads or attacking individual tanks. The invading forces were told that they 
had been invited to help restore law and order by the Czech government. They 
were shocked by the hostility they encountered, 
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EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


JAN PALACH 


Palach was a 20-year-old university 
student when, on 16 January 1969, 
he set himsetf on fire in Wenceslas, 

‘Square in Prague as a protest 


against the Soviet occupation of 
his country. He died 3 days later. 

His funeral was attended by 75,000 
people. His grave in Prague attracted 
so many visitors that the government 
removed the headstone and sent his 
ashes back to his mother in his home 
village. 


‘A young journalist describes the moment 
when the Soviet troops arrived. 


I remember very well the face of the 
first Soviet soldier I saw. He w: 
carrying a huge machine gun, and 
looked like he'd just stepped out of 
a film about the battle of Stalingrad. 
He was very dirty, and his face 

was full of sweat. It was absolutely 
ridiculous, absolutely absurd. I tried 
to talk to him, but it was pointless, 
he wouldn't speak to me. Even later 
on, when I did manage to speak to 
some of the soldiers, it was useless, 
They were totally indoctrinated. 
They believed they had prevented 
the outbreak of World War Ill or 
something. 


1 In.asmall group, list as many 
reasons as you can why 
communism was unpopular in 
Czechoslovakia before 1968, 

2 Look at the list of measures 
Dubcek proposed in the 
Prague Spring. Explain 
how each one might make 
communism more popular. 

3 Can you think of any reason 
why Brezhnev sent Dubcek 
back to Prague in 1968, 
instead of removing him from 
office straight away? 


‘SOURCE 0 


Czech citizens on a captured Soviet tank in Prague in August 1968. 


Dubcek was arrested, sent to Moscow and ordered to reverse his reforms. 
Brezhnev sent him back to Prague, but, in 1969, he was removed from office 
and replaced by Gustav Husak. Husak was an extreme communist who was 
very loyal to Moscow. He introduced a wave of oppression in which over 1,000 
Czechs were arrested. For the next 20 years, the country was firmly under 
Soviet-approved communist rule. 


Brezhnev knew the Dubcek’s reforms 
West would not offered ‘dangerous’ 
help Czechoslovakia freedoms 
The Soviet Union Soviet satellites 
did not want to look and republics 
like it could not would want 
control its satellites same rights 
The Soviet safety The future of the 
“buffer zone’ might Warsaw Pact might 
be under threat be endangered 


Figure 4,6 Reasons for the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia 
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THE BREZHNEV DOCTRINE ‘To many in the West, Brezhnev's actions looked like an aggressive attempt to 


dominate another European country. However, the Soviet Union justified the 
invasion as necessary to protect the unity of the communist movement in Europe. 
‘On 26 September 1968, the Soviet paper, Pravda, set out what was to become 
known as the Brezhnev Doctrine. Brezhnev said that the actions of any individual 
‘communist country affected all communist countries. If one country’s actions 
threatened other countries, then it was the duty of those countries to take steps 
L_eecrimenaiterninenty | Sr tur cho Wheto nary eye wer etl orraniat cure 
would be prevented from introducing reforms to make their country more liberal 


The Brezhnev Doctrine, as explained in the Soviet newspaper Pravda in September 1968. 


KEY TERM 


Every communist party is responsible not only to its own people, but also 
to... the entire communist movement. Whoever forgets this is placing sole 
emphasis on the independence of their own communist party and shirking 
their international obligations. 


THE IMPACT OF THE 
PRAGUE SPRING AND 
THE SOVIET INVASION 


THE IMPACT IN THE IMPACT ON RELATIONS THE IMPACT ON THE IMPACT ON THE 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA | BETWEEN OTHER COMMUNIST RELATIONS BETWEEN THE — | _USA'S INTERNATIONAL 
COUNTRIES IN EUROPE USA AND THE SOVIET UNION | REPUTATION 

The invasion ended ‘Yugoslavia and Romania condemned The USA and other Western At this time, the USA 

the Prague Spring, the Soviet invasion, straining relations governments were angered by was involved in a 

The authorities soon between their governments and Moscow. the invasion and many of them —_costly war in North 

putthings back to The Communist Parties of Italy and made strong protests to the jetnam and was also 

‘normal’. France cut links to Moscow. Soviet Union. beginning to adopt a 
‘The governments of East Germany and ‘There was an attempt to passa ess yeep 
Poland welcomed Brezhnev’s actions. They formal resolution criticising the 4PProach towands the 
could feel more secure that they would invasion in the United Nations, Soviet Union. es 
not be challenged by reformers in their bbut this was vetoed by the cate bee wean 
ee ae Ne Soyee Unions et 
The defeat of the Prague Spring led to ‘The Soviet Union saw that, Mapmael eat ieoared 
greater Soviet control of the members of While the USA might make Eien 


the Warsaw Pact. This was emphasised by _ Protests, it would nor take 
the Brezhnev Doctrine, which stated that _ direct action to oppose the 
members of the Warsaw Pact were under Soviet Union in Europe. 
the close control of the Soviet Union, 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION ‘The building of the Berlin Wall was the most serious crisis between the USA 


and the Soviet Union in the years 1960-68." 
} aot J A02 | How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
PROBLEM SoLUING, REASONING You may use the following in your answer: 
SKILI 
EARNING, NNOVATION IB the building of the Berlin Wall, 1961 
1 the Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962. 
You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


‘You are being asked to compare the various crises, so make sure you reach a judgement on which was the most important ~ 
the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis or a third crisis you have used. 
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1 Why was Berlin divided into four after the Second World War? 
2 Why was the Soviet Union worried about Berlin in the years 1958-61? 
3 Who did Kennedy replace as US president in 1961? 

4 Who were the leaders of the Soviet Union from 1958 to 1970? 

5 Why did Kennedy visit Berlin in 19637 

6 When did Fidel Castro gain power in Cuba? 

7 What was the Bay of Pigs incident? 

8 What agreements were made as a result of the Cuban Missile Crisis? 
9 What was the Prague Spring? 

10 How did Brezhnev react to the Prague Spring? 


STRENGTHEN 
$1 Why did the U-2 incident damage relations between the USA and the Soviet Union? 
‘S2 Briefly summarise the events of the Thirteen Days. 

‘$3 Why did the USA not intervene in Czechoslovakia in 1968? 


CHALLENGE 

C1 Write a short paragraph to explain why events in Berlin in 1958 almost led to war. 

C2 Write a short paragraph to explain why events in Cuba in 1962 almost led to war. 

C3 Write a short paragraph to explain why even ‘socialism with a human face’ in Czechoslovakia was not 
acceptable to the Soviet Union. 


§ Khrushchev was worried about East Germans crossing into West Germany. 
Talks about the future of Berlin broke down. 


@ Khrushchev decided to build the Berlin Wall. 

1B The pro-American government in Cuba was overthrown. 

@ The USA supported Cuban exiles trying to restore a pro-American government. 

'® Castro turned to the Soviet Union for support. 

i Khrushchev decided to site nuclear missiles in Cuba. 

1 Kennedy set up a naval blockade and there was a tense period known as the Thirteen Days 
1 Communist rule in Czechoslovakia became more unpopular. 

1 Dubcek introduced reforms in the Prague Spring. 

& Brezhnev warmed Dubcek not to go too far with his reforms. 

1 When Dubcek did not stop his reforms, Brezhnev ordered tanks into Czechoslovakia. 
1 The Brezhnev Doctrine was issued. 


EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (C) QUESTIONS 


Question to be answered: ‘The building of the Berlin Wall was the event 
| a01 | ace | that had the greatest impact on relations between the USA and the Soviet 
roman peas, ron nthe period 1000-6 
LEARNING, INNOVATION. How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 


You may use the following in your answer: 
® the building of the Berlin Wall, 1961 

@ the Prague Spring, 1968. 

‘You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


[EI 2721sis Question 1: what is the question type testing? 

In this question you have to demonstrate that you have knowledge and 
understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied. In this 
particular case, it is knowledge and understanding of the events in the 1960s that 
may have affected the relationship between the USA and the Soviet Union. 


You also have to explain, analyse and make judgements about historical 
events and periods to give an explanation and reach a judgement on the role 
of various events in causing the outcome set out in the question (in this case, a 
Poor relationship). 


FEB) 222tvsis Question 2: what do Ihave to do to answer the question well? 

m You have been given two events on which to write: the building of the Berlin 
Wall and the Prague Spring. You don’t have to use those events and can 
introduce completely different ones if you like. However, it makes sense to 
use them, especially as you have been asked if the main reason was the 
Berlin Wall. 

® You will see that the question says you must use information of your own. So 
you should include at least one event, other than those you have been given. 
In this case, it should be easy to find one. The Cuban Missile Crisis took 
place in the 1960s, so it would be surprising if you didn't want to include that! 

® You are also asked ‘how far’ the Berlin Wall was the main event, so when 
answering the question, see if you can make a judgement on the importance of 
the events compared to each other. Was one more important than the others? 


BB Analysis Question 3: Are there any techniques | can use to make it very 
clear that | am doing what is needed to be successful? 

This is a 16-mark question and you need to make sure you give a substantial 

answer. You will be up against time pressures so here are some useful 

techniques to help you succeed. 

© Don't write a lengthy introduction. Give a brief one, which answers the question 
straight away and shows what your paragraphs are going to be about. 

= To make sure you stay focused on the question and avoid just writing narrative, 
try to use the words of the question at the beginning of each paragraph. 

= Remember this question is a causation question, so make sure what you 

. 


are writing about explains why this did or did not mean relations were poor. 
Try to save alittle time to explain which of the events was the most 
important. But, don’t just say one was the most important, explain why by 
comparing them. 


In summary, to be scoring very high marks on this question you need to do 
three things: provide coverage of content range (at least three events); provide 
coverage of arguments for and against the statement; provide clear reasons 
(criteria) for an overall judgement, backed by convincing argument. 


This is a good, concise 
introduction. It answers the 
question briefly and we now 
expect a paragraph on each of 
the three events showing how 
they made relations poor. 


This is very disappointing. It says 
What happened, but why did this 
make relations poor? 


This is also disappointing. I's 
justa list of what happened with 

‘no mention of relations between —" 
the USA and the Soviet Union. 


So, let's have a look at an answer. 


| agree that the Berlin Wall was an important cause of the poor relations between 
the USA and the Soviet Union. But there were other important events too, such as 
the Prague Spring and the Cuban Missile Crisis. These also led to worse relations. 


In the late 1950s, more and more East Germans had begun to cross into the West. 
‘Many of these were skilled workers, such as technicians and engineers, which the 
East needed to build up its economy. Khrushchev was not prepared to allow this 

to keep happening and began demanding that the Western powers withdraw from 
Berlin. Concerned that the border between East and West Berlin might be closed, 
‘more and more refugees began crossing. On one day in August 1961, 40,000 
refugees crossed from East Berlin to West Berlin, So, on the night of 12 August 1961, 
East German troops began to build a permanent frontier, splitting the city in two. 


In 1968, Alexander Dubcek became head of the Czech government. He was a 
strong supporter of communism, but did not believe that lfe under this system had 
to be miserable, So, he introduced a series of reforms in what became known as the 
Prague Spring. He relaxed censorship, gave trade unions more power and allowed 
Czech citizens to travel abroad. The Saviet Union was not prepared to allow these 
changes and sent Warsaw Pact troops into Czechoslovakia to arrest Dubcek 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of this answer? 

This is not a good answer. The introductory paragraph suggests it will contain 

three paragraphs of explanation but: 

'§ it just gives details of two events, without any explanation of their impact on 
relations 

1 there is no third event from the student's own knowledge 

1 there is no judgement about the relative importance of the events. 


Work friend 

® Go through paragraphs two and three with a friend and agree how you 
would change the paragraphs to tun them into an explanation of the 
impact on relations. 

= Then separately write a fourth paragraph explaining how a third event also 
had an important impact on relations. Compare answers and comment on 
what each other has written. You might have written on the same event, but 
itis perfectly possible that you wrote on different events. 

= Now work together on writing a final paragraph which discusses the relative 
importance of the events. 


BERLIN, CUBA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Good paragraph. Explanation A 


and factual support. 


Again, a good mix of explanation 
and factual support. : 


Good explanation of the positive 
and negative impact of the crisis. 


A succinct conclusion comparing 
two events. 
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Answer B 

In the late 1950s, more and more East Germans had begun to cross into the West. 
‘Many of these were skilled workers, such as technicians and engineers, which the 
East needed to build up its economy. Khrushchev was not prepared to allow this 

to keep happening and began demanding that the Western powers withdraw from 
Berlin, This damaged relations because Khrushchev thought that the Western powers 
were encouraging this migration. Khrushchev had to stop the refugees crossing, so 
Con the night of 12 August 1961, East German troops began to build a permanent 
frontier, splitting the city in two. This was extremely damaging to relations with the 
USA. Shortly before this, there had been summit meetings in Geneva and Camp 
David. All hope of a positive relationship was gone as Khrushchev’s action was very 
provocative. Later, Kennedy went to Berlin and made his famous '! am a Berliner’ 
speech. The sides were definitely on poor terms as a result of the building of the Wall. 


In 1968, Alexander Dubcek introduced a series of reforms in what became known 
as the Prague Spring. He relaxed censorship, gave trade unions more power and 
allowed Czech citizens to travel abroad. The Soviet Union was not prepared to 
allow these changes and sent Warsaw Pact troops into Czechoslovakia to arrest 
Dubcek. This event had a negative effect on relations between the Soviet Union and 
the USA. The Americans made strong protests and tried to persuade the United 
Nations to pass a resolution criticising the Soviet action, Also, the Soviet Union 
realised the USA would not act directly to stop Soviet measures against the Warsaw 
Pact, so it felt more confident in its position. 


The Cuban Missile Crisis was probably the most important event effecting relations 
between the Soviet Union and the USA. This was the one event in the 1960s when 
the two countries nearly came to war. If Khrushchev had not ordered his ships to 
turn around as they approached the American blockade of Cuba, there might well 
have been a devastating war. So, obviously, we can say that the crisis damaged 
relations, because relations very nearly deteriorated into war. But, interestingly, the 
crisis can be seen to have also improved relations. Bath sides were so concerned at 
how near they came to nuclear war that they took steps to stop it happening in the 
future A hotline was set up between Washington and Moscow and a number of 
treaties were signed in the 196Os that limited nuclear weapons 


So, | dont think that the Berlin Wall was the event that had the greatest impact. It 
was important because it damaged relations in Europe, but it was nowhere near as 
important as the Cuban Missile Crisis because that brought the two sides close to 

war, but also then led to better relations 


Answer checklist 

Identifies the impact of events 

G Provides detailed information to support the explanation of the impact 

G Provides an event other than those given in the question 

Oi Addresses ‘main event’ by looking at arguments for and against, and 
comparing. 
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5. THE THAW AND 
~~” MOVES TOWARDS 
EE 1963-72 


Ly; Ores 


Understand why there were agreements to limit nuclear weapons in the 1960s 
Understand why détente between the USA and the Soviet Union became possible 
Understand the importance of China in bringing about détente between the USA and the Soviet Union. 


The 1960s saw the relationship between the USA and the Soviet Union reach an all-time low. 
At the same time, however, both superpowers began to realise that there were good reasons to 
try to improve the relationship between them. Even during the most difficult times, agreements 
~3 were made to try to reduce the global threat of nuclear weapons. By the end of the decade, 

¢ ‘ad these isolated examples of co-operation developed into a more general desire to replace ; 


bee with co-operation. 
F 2 » * 
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5.1 THE THAW BEGINS 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand the impact of the growth of nuclear weapons on relations between East and West 


Understand why both the Soviet Uni 


ion and the USA wanted to limit the growth of nuclear weapons 


Understand the details of the various agreements in the 1960s. 


FROM THAW TO 
DETENTE, 1 72 


1968 


Nixon elected president 1971 
1964 of the USA; Nuclear ‘American table tennis team in 
China detonated first atomic bomb Non-Prolieration Treaty China; Kissinger visited Beijing 
1963 1967 1969 1972 
Hotline established; Outer Space Treaty Brand elected chancellor Nixon visited Beijing; Shanghai Communique 
Limited Test Ban Treaty ‘of West Germany signed; Nixon visited Moscow; SALT 1 


After the Second World War, an arms race developed between the USA and 
the Soviet Union. Part of this arms race involved developing missiles that could 
fire nuclear warheads into enemy territory. Each country’s scientists worked 

to develop weapons that would give their side an advantage. Soon, both the 
Soviet Union and the USA had the capability to destroy their rival several 
times over. With the firepower each country had, it was unlikely that either of 
them would survive a nuclear war. The belief grew that this ‘Mutually Assured 
Destruction’ (MAD) would keep the peace because no one wanted to risk a 
war that was also certain to lead to their own country's destruction. 


However, the Cuban Missile Crisis (see page 66) showed that it was quite 
possible for the leaders of the USA and the Soviet Union to lose control of 
events: a devastating war could break out almost by accident. So, following 
the Cuba crisis, both the USA and the Soviet Union began to consider ways in 
which the threat to the world from nuclear war could be reduced. 


THE HOTLINE 


The first agreement came immediately after the Cuban Missile Crisis. To 
prevent any misunderstanding between the two countries, a system of direct 
‘communication (a ‘hotline’) was established between the White House in 
Washington and the Kremlin in Moscow to allow discussion in times of crisis (see 
Source A). It was not used very often, but we do know that Nixon and Brezhnev 
‘communicated on it in 1971 when there was a war between India and Pakistan. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


‘THE HOTLINE 
When people hear the term ‘hotline’, they imagine that there is a red telephone on 
each leader's desk, directly linked to the other leader. Actually, technology didn't 
allow for a direct link. Messages sent to the Soviet Union went by wire telegraph 
‘on a 16,000-kilometre-long transatlantic cable from Washington to London to 


Copenhagen to Stockholl to Helsinki and finally to Moscow. 
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SOURCE A 


‘The ‘hotline’ agreement between the USA and the Soviet Union in 1963. 


Memorandum of Understanding Between The United States of America and 
‘The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Regarding the Establishment of a 
Direct Communications Link 


Signed at Geneva June 20, 1963 
Entered into force June 20, 1963 


For use in time of emergency the Government of the United States of America 
and the Government of the Union of Soviet So ist Republics have agreed to 
establish as soon as technically feasible a direct communications link between 
the two Governments. 


Each Government shall be responsible for the arrangements for the link 
on its own territory. Each Government shall take the necessary steps t0 
ensure continuous functioning of the link and prompt delivery to its head of 
‘government of any communications received by means of the link from the 
head of government of the other party. 


THE LIMITED TI 
BAN TREATY, 196. 


Following the first development of atomic weapons, both the USA and the Soviet 
Union had carried out tests in the atmosphere. As scientific understanding 

of the dangers of radioactive fallout increased, the governments of the two 
countries became increasingly concerned about contaminating the environment. 
In 1963, the Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT) was drawn up between the USA, 
the Soviet Union and Britain. The three countries agreed not to carry out any 
nuclear weapon test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, in the atmosphere, 
under water, or in outer space, or in any other environment if the explosion 
would cause radioactive debris to be present outside the borders of the state 
conducting the explosion’. After 1963, a further 113 countries signed the treaty. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


THE LUCKY DRAGON 

‘On 1 March 1954, the USA exploded a hydrogen bomb in the South Pacific. The bomb 
was 1,000 times more powerful than the atomic bomb that destroyed Hiroshima. 
Fallout from the bomb spread outside the ‘no sail’ zone that had been set up by the 
‘Americans. A tuna fishing boat, the Lucky Dragon, was near the zone. On returning 
to port, the crew became ill and had to spend months in hospital. One man died. The 
‘Americans claimed that the Lucky Dragon had been spying for the Soviet Union. 


THE OUTER 


‘The Outer Space Treaty was important because it stopped the arms race 

spreading into space and also set out that no one could claim to own the Moon. 

Its main terms were based on a 1963 United Nations resolution and it stated: 

The exploration and use of outer space should be carried out for the benefit 
of all countries, 

§ States should not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass 
destruction in orbit or on celestial bodies (planets). 

'@ The Moon and other celestial bodies should be used exclusively for 

peaceful purposes. 

States will be responsible for damage caused by their space objects. 

§ States should avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial bodies. 


‘The treaty was drawn up by the USA, the Soviet Union and Britain, and later 
signed by 12 other countries. 
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THE NUCLEAR NON- 
PROLIFERATION TREATY, 1968 


‘The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was a further step by the major powers 
to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. It was signed by the USA, the 
Soviet Union, Britain and 59 other states. The treaty divided countries into two 
categories: nuclear weapon states (NWS) — consisting of the United States, 
the Soviet Union, China, France and Britain — and non-nuclear weapon states 
(NNWS). It stated that the NWS would work towards disarmament and would 
play no part in helping other nations develop such weapons. The NNWS 
agreed not to be involved in developing nuclear weapons. 


The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty was accepted by the NNWS because, at 
the time of signing, few of them had the technological and financial ability, or 
the desire, to develop nuclear weapons. They also understood that it was a 
clear step to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. 


1 What was meant by ‘Mutually Assured Destruction’? 

2 Why did people think MAD would keep world peace? 

3 Which of the agreements signed in the 1960s do you think was the 
most important? Explain why you made this choice. 


| aot J 02 | 


Explain two effects of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1968. (8 marks) 


‘Don't just write what the terms of the treaty were. Try to say how it made things different. 


5.2 DETENTE 


LEARNING OBJECTIVES 


Understand why the Soviet Union and the USA wanted closer relations 


Understand the impact of spending on nuclear weapons on the economies of the superpowers 


Understand the importance of SALT 1 


KEY TERM 


détente a period of peace between 


‘two groups that were previously at 
war or hostile to each other, It is more 
permanent than just agreeing about a 
single policy or event 


Although the treaties of the 1960s suggest that there was agreement between 
the superpowers, it must not be forgotten that this was a time when relations 
were actually very poor. Kennedy and Khrushchev had almost taken the world 
to nuclear war in 1962 and, in 1968, the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia led 
to US President Lyndon B. Johnson cancelling a meeting with Soviet leader, 
Leonid Brezhnev. To Brezhnev, maintaining Soviet control in Eastern Europe 
was more important than having a good relationship with the West. From 
Johnson's point of view, the Americans could not be seen to look for friendly 
relations with a country being criticised so heavily in the American media. 


However, the agreements about nuclear weapons had shown that a thaw in 
relations was setting in. As the 1960s came to an end, there was a genuine 
attempt to have a more co-operative and stable relationship. The policy has 
generally been referred to as détente. Why did both superpowers feel the 
need for a change in policy? 


83 


The results of rioting on the streets 
‘of Chicago, in April 1968, after the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, 


In 1968, Richard Nixon was elected president of the USA. He was determined 
to take his country out of the Vietnam War, which had cost the USA billions of 
dollars and resulted in the deaths of almost 60,000 American soldiers. The war 
had shown the USA that its military might did not always mean it could achieve 
its aims. The war was so unpopular in other countries that it led to a growing 
belief that military intervention was not a satisfactory way to conduct foreign 
policy. Even in the USA, there had been large-scale demonstrations (which 
sometimes ended in violence) against the war and many Americans thought 
the USA should take a less active role in international affairs. 


The Vietnam War was extremely expensive. America spent around $170 billion 
on the war, which meant that there was a shortage of money to spend on 
problems at home, The USA had many social problems. inequality between 
rich and poor, white and black, had led to urban rioting on a massive scale 

in 1968, caused by the assassination of the civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King. A policy of détente with the Soviet Union seemed attractive because it 
would allow the USA to spend less money on weapons and more on trying to 
solve the social problems that had led to the riots of 1968. 


Nixon was far more interested in foreign policy than in domestic affairs. He had 
a personal ambition to reduce tension between the USA and the Soviet Union, 
and to establish relations with the People’s Republic of China, He hoped to 
gain public approval for reducing Cold War tensions. 
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The USA was also concerned about the growing power of China. The 
Chinese had tested their first atomic bomb in 1964 and their first nuclear 
missile in 1966. Although relations between China and the Soviet Union were 
poor, Nixon was concerned that, if the two communist countries did reach 
agreement, it could threaten the USA. If the USA was friendly with China, 
however, this might force the Soviet Union into an agreement with the USA. 


WHY DID THE SOVIET 
UNION WANT DETENTE 


The Soviets also felt this was a relatively good time to look for better 
relations with the USA. They felt they were now the USA's equals in nuclear 
weapons and so could discuss arms limitation from a position of strength. 
The Vietnam War had shown that the US military could be beaten and it too 
might welcome more co-operation and less tension. So, perhaps, under 
those circumstances, the USA might be willing to recognise Soviet control 
‘over Eastern Europe. 


The Soviet Union was also facing economic problems, and wanted to 

cut spending on weapons and devote more resources to improving living 
standards and updating its economy. It was spending almost 30 per cent of its 
gross domestic product on defence, compared to 13 per cent being spent 
by the USA. The Soviet Union was producing almost the same amount of iron, 
steel and oil as the USA, but it was falling behind in the new technologies 
involving computers and microchips. Improved relations would make it more 
likely that the West might share some of its technology. 


THE ROLE OF CHINA IN 
BRINGING ABOUT DETENTE 


Although President Nixon was worried about the Soviet Union and China 
reaching agreement, this was a time when relations were actually becoming 
worse between these two communist powers. 


CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION 

In 1949, the Communists took power in China after defeating the Nationalists 

in a civil war. In 1950, Chairman Mao (China's new leader from 1949) visited 

Moscow and the two countries signed the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, 

Alliance and Mutual Assistance. It was agreed that: 

& the Soviet Union would provide economic aid worth $300 million 

'§ Soviet military assistance would be provided if China was attacked by either 
Japan or the USA. 


It seemed that the Soviets had a friendly communist power to help them 

in their Cold War dispute with the West. However, Mao had been offended 
by the treatment the Chinese delegates had received in Moscow. He felt 
they had been given poor accommodation and had not been treated with 
respect. Despite this, the Soviet Union and China worked together in the 
Korean Wer. But, when Khrushchev replaced Stalin as Soviet leader relations 
declined further. 


Khrushchev visited Beijing in 1958, but the two leaders did not get on. Later, 
Khrushchev criticised Mao's policies in China and Mao accused Khrushchev 
‘of cowardice during the Cuban Missile Crisis. He also complained that the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia was an attack on a fellow communist state. 
However, what concerned him most was a fear that the Soviet Union might 
attack China. Relations had become so poor by 1969 that fighting broke 

‘out between Chinese and Soviet troops along the Chinese-Soviet border. 
‘There was a genuine risk that the border clash could lead to all-out war. 

Mao therefore decided to adopt a more friendly approach to the Soviet Union's 
rival, the USA. 
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EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


KHRUSHCHEV’S VISIT TO BEIJING IN 
1958 

When Mao tumed up for the second 
day of talks with Khrushchev, he 
was dressed in bathing trunks. One 
of the Chinese produced an extra- 
large sized pair of green swimming 
shorts and Mao insisted that 
Khrushchev join him in his outdoor 
pool. Khrushchev could not swim, 
so he stayed at the children’s end 

of the poo! whilst Mao swam up 

and down and Chinese interpreters, 
translated. Then Mao suggested 
that Khrushchev join him in the deep 
water. The Chinese officials provided 
an inflatable swimming ring for 
Khrushchev to use, 
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‘SOURCE C 


The 72-year-old Chairman Mao of China swimming in the Yangze River in July 1966. He 
‘made this swim because he wanted to show the Chinese people that he was stil fit and 
healthy. 

OO 
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‘SOURCE D 


CHINA AND THE USA 


After the formation of the Communist ‘People’s Republic of China’ in 1949, 
relations between the USA and China were very poor. American General 
Douglas MacArthur fought against the Chinese in the Korean War and, when 
China threatened Taiwan in 1954 and 1958 (it believed Taiwan should be 
restored to China), the USA showed that it was prepared to go to war to 
defend the island. During the mid 1960s in China, Mao's followers made strong 
criticisms of the Americans, who they referred to as ‘capitalist running dogs’. 


‘An assessment of Henry Kissinger from a 
recent book on the history of superpower 
relations. 

Henry Kissinger was one of the 

y players in détente. He is said to 
have supported the ‘realist’ school 
of diplomacy. This involved putting 
aside ideological differences and 
seizing opportunities to secure what 
sas best for the USA. 


However, his approach was in 
contrast to the traditional American 
views of the Soviet Union. Critics 
accused him of being soft on 
communism and abandoning 

those people who lived under 
communism 


ou 


Study Extract A. Why do 
you think Kissinger’s critics 
accused him of being ‘soft 
‘on communism’. Explain 
your answer. 


EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 


PING-PONG DIPLOMACY 
During the tournament in Japan, 
Glenn Cowan, one of the American 
players, got on the Chinese bus 

to say hello. Eventually, Zhuang 
Zedong, one of the Chinese players, 
stepped forward and shook Cowan's 
hand. He then presented him with 

a silk screen picture of China's 
Huangshan Mountains. The next day, 
‘Cowan gave Zhuang a t-shirt with 

a peace symbol and the Beatles’ 
lytic ‘Let it Be’. Photographers took 
pictures of both events and, when 
Mao saw them, he realised that here 
was a chance to begin talks. The 
‘American team was thus invited 

to China. 
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However, by 1969, American and Chinese suspicions of the Soviet Union 
meant they were ready to improve their relationship. After 20 years of 
hostility, the change in relations came about in an unusual way. In April 1971, 
the Americans and Chinese both entered teams in the World Table Tennis 
Championships in Japan. Although the Chinese team had been told to avoid 
the American team, there was some friendly contact between them, which led 
to the American team being invited to play matches in China. 


Following the table tennis matches, Henry Kissinger, the US secretary of state, 
visited China and met with Chinese Prime Minister Zhou En-lai. The two men 
had a series of meetings and established a friendly relationship. Since the 
meeting came about because of table tennis (‘ping-pong in the United States), 
these visits became known as ‘ping-pong diplomacy’. 


Henry Kissinger was a key figure in the USA's policy of détente. As well as 
establishing relations with China, he negotiated the Strategic Arms Limitation 
‘Treaty (SALT 1 — see below) and, in 1973, won the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
part in negotiating an end to US involvement in Vietnam. in February 1972, 
Kissinger accompanied President Nixon to meet Mao in Beijing. In February 
1972, Mao and Nixon signed the Shanghai Communique in which they agreed 
that a peaceful solution should be found to the problem of Taiwan. For the first 
time, the Americans agreed that there is ‘only one China and that Taiwan is a 
part of China’: 


Henry Kissinger, national security advisor (1969-75) and US secretary of state (1973-77). 
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In China, the Americans were treated like honoured guests and the Chinese even let them win some games (the Americans were 
not very good players). It has been said, however, that the American team president decided not to say that he had noticed 
that one banner saying 'Welcome American Team’ had been hung over a wall painted with the words ‘Down With the Yankee 


Oppressors and Their Running Dogs’! 


OSTPOLITIK AND DETENTE 


¥ Figure 5.1 A summary of reasons wy the 
USA and the Soviet Union pursued a policy of 
détente in the 19705 


‘There was also pressure for improving relations between East and West coming 
from Europe. The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, and demonstrations 

and riots in many European cities, worried political leaders, In 1969, Willy 
Brandt was elected chancellor of West Germany. He wanted to ease tensions 
in Europe by establishing links between East and West Europe in a policy of 
‘Ostpolitik'. When other Western European nations followed his lead and began 
establishing better relations with Eastern European countries, this gave a boost 
to détente. 


* Wants to focus on ending 
the Vietnam War 

* Needs to address social 
problems that led to 
large-scale rioting in 1968 

* Building nuclear weapons 
is expensive 

* Nixon's personal ambitions, 

* Concer about the 
growing power of China. 


DETENTE IN ACTION: 
SALT 1, MAY 1972 


KEY TERM 


interim temporary, short term. The 


treaty was called ‘Interim’ because the 
restrictions only applied until 197 


Poor living standards 

* Economy is not 
developing 
Building nuclear 
weapons is expensive 
Gain access to Western 
technology 
Concern about potential 
friendship between USA 
and China. 


Both countries: 

* Can spend less money on 
nuclear weapons 

* Have more money and time to 
‘concentrate on other issues 

* Stop worrying about China. 


‘The pressures for improved relations led to an important agreement between 
the USA and the Soviet Union called the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty 
(SALT), signed in May 1972. (After a second treaty was signed in 1979, this 
treaty became known as SALT 1.) The treaty was the result of several years 

of difficult negotiations between the USA and the Soviet Union about which 

weapons should be limited. The treaty set out agreements in three areas. 

1 The Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty stated that ABMs were allowed 
at only two sites in each country and they should have a maximum of 100 
missiles each, 

1 The Interim Treaty placed restrictions on the number of inter-continental 
ballistic missiles (CBMs) and submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) 
each country could have. The Soviet Union was allowed more ICBMs than 
the USA because the USA already had more strategic bombers. However, 
the USA had already found a way to attach more than one warhead to a 
missile. It had developed multiple independently-targetable re-entry 
vehicles (MIRVs), but did not want to admit this to the Soviets. They were 
therefore happy to appear to be making generous concessions. 

1 The Basic Principles Agreement laid down rules for the conduct of nuclear 
warfare. To prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, it banned the placing 
of warheads on the seabed. It also set out steps for avoiding a nuclear war. 
For example, both countries agreed to take care in their relations and, if war 
looked likely, ‘to make every effort to avoid this risk’, 
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'Y The weapons on which restrictions were placed in SALT 1 


INITIALS FULL NAME ae SOVIET UNION 


Anti-Ballistic Missile 
ICBM. Inter-Gontinental Ballistic Missile 1,054 1,618 
SLBM Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missile 740 740 


‘SOURCE F 


President Nixon announcing a breakthrough in SALT talks, 20 May 1971. 
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen: 


‘The Governments of the United States and the Soviet Union, after reviewing 
the course of their talks on the limitation of strategic armaments, have agreed 
to concentrate this year on working out an agreement for the limitation of the 
deployment of anti-ballistic missile systems (ABMs), 


This agreement is a major step in breaking the stalemate on nuclear arms 
talks, Intensive negotiations, however, will be required to translate this 
understanding into a concrete agreement. 


This statement that I have just read expresses the commitment of the Soviet and 
American Governments at the highest levels to achieve that goal, If we succeed, 
this joint statement that has been issued today may well be remembered as the 
beginning of a new era in which all nations will devote more of their energies 
and their resources not to the weapons of war, but to the works of peace. 


SALT 1 had a number of weaknesses. If nuclear war looked likely, it was 
unrealistic to expect it to be avoided just because the countries had signed a 
piece of paper, especially as both countries stil owned more than enough nuclear 
weapons to destroy the other many times over. The treaty also did not cover 
the latest technological development, MIRVs, which carried multiple nuclear 
warheads on a single missile. 


However, SALT 1 did have a significant impact on international relations. 
Whatever its faults, it had major symbolic importance. Both the USA and the 
Soviet Union wanted to reach agreement and wanted to demonstrate their 
better relations publicly. Shortly after signing SALT 1, Nixon visited Brezhnev 
in Moscow, and, in 1973, the Soviet leader came to Washington. In 1974, 
negotiations began for SALT 2, in which it was hoped agreement would be 
found on matters not solved by SALT 1. 


1 Write a paragraph explaining why the USA and the Soviet Union 
decided to follow a policy of détente in the 1970s. 
2 Pick one of the following statements and prepare a short talk (no more 
than 30 seconds) in support of the statement. 
a SALT 1 was a valuable move towards world peace. 
b SALT 1 had too many weaknesses to be considered a valuable 
agreement. 
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SOURCE G 
Nixon and Brezhnev in Moscow in 1972. 


1 Does Source G prove that the talks between the USA and the Soviet 
Union in 1972 were successful? Explain your answer. 

2 Imagine that you are Richard Nixon. One of your advisers is suggesting 
that détente with the Soviet Union is a betrayal of the USA's democratic 
principles. You decide you need to make a speech to explain why you 
visited Mao in China and Brezhnev in Moscow, 


EXAM-STYLE QUESTION ‘Détente came about at the end of the 1960s because the arms race was too 
expensive’. 
Por [002 | Fr bvsonn ielbaessacins 


‘PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING i : 
BTITTIGR, PROBLEM SouyING, REASON You may use the following in your answer: 
‘LEARNING, INNOVATION. the arms race 
1 Nixon's aims. 
You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


‘The arms race has been listed. No one expects you to know how much nuclear 
‘weapons cost. The point to think about is whether the superpowers could, or wanted 
Sawan ane anou nusaneme 


THE THAW, 1963-72 SUPERPOWER RELATIONS, 1943-72 


RECALL QUIZ 


1 Who was the Chinese leader from 1949? 

2 Who took over from Khrushchev as leader of the Soviet Union? 

3 What does ‘MAD’ mean? 

4 Which territory was Mao keen to reclaim for China? 

5 Which three countries drew up the Limited Test Ban Treaty? 

6 How were countries divided in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty? 

7 What event happened in 1968 that severely damaged relations between the Soviet Union and the USA? 
8 Which important event in 1969 worsened relations between the Soviet Union and China? 

9 What policy towards Eastern Europe was followed by Willy Brandt? 

10 Which US diplomat won the Nobel Peace Prize? 


CHECKPOINT 


‘STRENGTHEN 

$1 Why do you think Mao invited the American table tennis team to China? 

‘$2 How did relations between China and the Soviet Union change in the years 1949-72? 

‘$3 How did relations between the Soviet Union and the USA change in the years 1949-72? 

CHALLENGE 

C1 What do you think was the most important step in reducing tension between the Soviet Union and the USA in 
the years 1949-72? Explain your choice. 

C2 What event do you think was the greatest threat to détente in these years? Explain your choice. 

C3 ‘SALT 1 had more weaknesses than strengths’, Explain whether or not you agree with this statement. 


SUMMARY 


& Following the Cuban Missile Crisis, relations between the Soviet Union and the USA were poor. 
'@ However, both countries wanted to reduce the risk to the world from nuclear weapons. 

1B Several arms limitation treaties were signed in the 1960s. 

® Both the USA and the Soviet Union wanted to cut spending on defence. 

§ Both the USA and the Soviet Union had concerns about the growing power of China. 

@ The West German chancellor, Willy Brandt, wanted better relations between East and West. 

1 China and the Soviet Union had poor relations after the death of Stalin. 

1 Mao invited an American table tennis team to China, signalling a thaw in that relationship. 

1 Nixon visited China and signed the Shanghai Communique, 

1 The Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT 1) was signed in 1972. 
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EXAM GUIDANCE: PART (C) QUESTIONS 


PROBLEM SOLVING, REASONING, 
DECISION MAKING, ADAPTIVE 
LEARNING, INNOVATION 


‘Question to be answered: ‘Soviet economic problems were the main 
reason for détente in the early 1970s. 


How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 


You may use the following in your answer: 

® Soviet economic problems 

® the policies of President Nixon. 

‘You must also use information of your own. (16 marks) 


Analysis Question 1: What is the question type testing? 

In this question you have to demonstrate that you have knowledge and 
understanding of the key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
In this particular case, it is knowledge and understanding of the events in the 
1960s and early 1970s which led to détente. 


You also have to explain, analyse and make judgements about historical events 
and periods to give an explanation and reach a judgement on the role of various 
factors in causing the outcome set out in the question (in this case, détente). 


Analysis Question 2: What do | have to do to answer the question well? 

You have been given two factors on which to write: Soviet economic 
problems and the policies of President Nixon. You don’t have to use those 
factors and can introduce completely different ones if you like. However, it 
makes sense to use them, especially as you have been asked if the main 
reason was Soviet economic problems. 

® You will see that the question says you must use information of your own. 
So, you should include at least one factor other than those you have been 
given. In this case, it should be easy to find one. The relationship of each 
country with China was important, so you might want to include that. 

You are also asked ‘how far’ Soviet economic policy was the main reason, 
‘so when answering the question, see if you can make a judgement on the 
importance of the factors compared to each other. Was one more important 
than the others? 


Analysis Question 3: Are there any techniques | can use to make it very 

clear that | am doing what is needed to be successful? 

This is a 16-mark question and you need to make sure you give a substantial 

answer. You will be up against time pressures so here are some useful 

techniques to help you succeed. 

'® Don't write a lengthy introduction. Give a brief one, which answers the question 
straight away and shows what your paragraphs are going to be about. 

To make sure you stay focused on the question and avoid just writing narrative, 
try to use the words of the question at the beginning of each paragraph. 

= Remember this question is a causation question, so make sure what you 
are writing about explains why this did or did not mean relations were poor. 

1 Try to save a little time to explain which of the reasons was the most 
important. But, don’t just say one was the most important, explain why by 
comparing them. 


In summary, to be scoring very high marks on this question you need to do 
three things: provide coverage of content range (at least three factors); provide 
coverage of arguments for and against the statement; provide clear reasons 
(criteria) for an overall judgement, backed by convincing argument. 
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Answer A 
So, let's have a look at an answer. 


Yes, | think that Soviet economic problems were the main reason for détente in the 
early 1970s. Détente is a period of peace between two groups who have been hostile 
towards each other. Well that was what the Soviet Union wanted at the end of the 
1960s. It couldn't afford to be on poor relations with the USA anymore because it 
had economic problems and was running out of money. 


The policies of President Nixon were also important because he had decided that he 
would like to be on better terms. He didn't really want to keep on squabbling with 
the Soviet Union and wanted to improve relations with them. So, his policies went a 
long way towards bringing about détente 


But there isa third factor, which is not mentioned in the question. That is relations 
with China. Both the Soviet Union and the USA were a bit suspicious of China, but 
jn the early 1970s relations between the USA and China got a lot better. That's 
not true of relations between China and the Soviet Union, so that's one reason why 
there was détente. 


What are the strengths and weaknesses of this answer? 

This is not a good answer. This essay doesn’t seem to have any historical detail 
in it! It is full of comments about how the Soviet Union was running out of 
money and how Nixon didn’t want to be squabbling any more. But it doesn’t 
show how those factors contributed to détente happening. Also, it does 

not explain how better relations between the USA and China brought about 
détente. 


1 There is no introduction. 

® It puts forward arguments, but no detail to support them (or explanation of 
why these factors led to détente). 

= There is no judgement about the relative importance of the factors. 


Let's re-write the answer and see if we can improve it, 
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Answer B 
Both Soviet economic problems and Nixon's polices played a major part in bringing 
about détente, but another important reason was the relationships that the USA 
and the Soviet Union had with China. 


By the late 1960s, the Soviet economy was not performing well and it was finding 
the cost of being in the arms race too much to cope with. The Soviet Union was 
spending around 30 per cent of its gross domestic product on defence, which was 
more than twice what the Americans were spending, The Soviet Union wanted to 
devote more of its resources to developing its own industry and improving living 
standards, It knew that the growth of information technology had meant there was a 
need to invest in research and development if it was not to be left behind. Spending 
less on weapons would free up funds for that. Better relations with the USA might 
also mean the Americans would share some of their technology. 


At the same time that the Soviet Union was looking to improve relations, President 
‘Nixon of the USA was carrying out policies that would lead towards détente. He 
was particularly interested in foreign affairs and wanted to make a name for himself 
as the US president who reduced Cold War tensions. So, he pulled the USA out of 
the Vietnam War and tried to improve relations with China. He thought that, by 
being on good terms with China, this might lead to the Soviet Union wanting to 
improve relations with the USA. At this time, the Soviet Union was deeply suspicious 
of China and very concerned about any possible agreement between the USA and 
China. 


It was the relationship of the two countries with China that played a major part 
in bringing about détente. In 1971, the Chinese invited the American table tennis 
team to China; Nixon and Henry Kissinger soon followed. In February 1972, the 
two countries signed the Shanghai Communique, in which the USA agreed for the 
first time that Taiwan was not an independent country, At the same time as Nixon 
was improving relations with China, Soviet relations with China were deteriorating, 
In 1969, there had even been fighting between Soviet and Chinese troops along the 
ChineseSoviet border. It was quite possible that any further clashes might lead to 
4 more serious war. So, when the Soviets heard about the Shanghai Communique, 
they decided the time had come to improve relations with the USA. 


The economic problems of the Soviet Union were important because it meant that 
they were looking to reduce spending on defence. But the fear of China was more 
important because it actually led the Soviet Union to help bring several years of 
negotiation to the point where SALT could be signed in May 1972. 


Work with a friend to show how Answer A has been improved. The answer 
‘checklist below will help. 


‘Answer checklist 

Ci Identifies causes 

Provides detailed information to support the causes 

C Shows how the causes led to the given outcome 

Gi Provides a factor other than those given in the question 
Cl Addresses ‘how far?’ 
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GLOSSARY 


administered governed 

aggression angry, hostile or violent behaviour 

aid [9] help — usually economic loans of money or goods 

‘lp strike bombing from aeroplanes 

‘lly Someone (usually a country) with whom you have a formal 
agreement 

‘antl-balistic missile (ABM) a surface-to-air missile, designed to counter 
a balistic missile 

rsenal a store of weapons 

‘bankrupt having no money; unable to pay debts 

‘barracks accommodation for military personnel 

blockade a bani to prevent resources or goods reaching ther destination 
‘booby traps an apparently harmless object containing a concealed 
‘explosive device 

‘outfer zone a neutral area between two hostile forces or nations 


‘censorship action by a government or other organisation to prevent the 
publication of any information of which they disapprove 


civil rights the rights of citizens to political and social freedom and 
equality 


‘concession something given, usually after demands have been made 
confrontational hostile or argumentative 


‘conventional ordinary or normal. Conventional weapons are defined by 
the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross as any weapons that are not 
‘nuclear, chemical or biological 


‘coup a violent or illegal seizure of power 


debris scattered pieces of rubbish 


dollar imperialism a term used by the Soviets accusing the Americans of 
using economic aid to control Europe 


‘economic empire an area under the economic control of a wealthy power 
‘lhinic relating toa population subgroup 

‘exile send away from your own native country 

freedom of speech the right 1 express views without punishment 


general election the election of Members of Parliament in the UK, leading 
to one MP becoming prime minister 


‘ross domestic product annual total value of goods and services 
produced in a country 


‘querias unofficial soldiers who take part in ambushes and sabotage, 
rather than conventional war 


quidelines a set of rules or advice 


high-ranking of high status; in a senior position 
‘humiliation ‘shame, disgrace or loss of face 


inequality when things are not equal or fair or people are treated 
differently 


inter-continental ballistic missile |CBM) a nuclear missile capable of 
being fired from one continent and hitting a target in another 


Intervene to get involved, to step in 

legitimate legal, lawful, conforming to the rules. 

Viberal [ad] open to new ideas, not right-wing or conservative 
manoeuvres large-scale practice exercises 

‘minefield an area planted with explosive mines 


‘multi-party having more than one party. In an election democracies have 
different parties for voters to choose from 


‘multiple independently targetable re-entry vehicle (MIRV) a type ot 
inter-continental nuclear missile carrying several warheads 


‘monopoly having exclusive control of something 
‘jegotiations discussions aimed at reaching an agreement 


‘nuclear the energy released when splitting atoms. Nuclear weapons use 
this energy to create devastating explosions 


oppression the removal of basic freedoms and use of tyranny and cruelty 
pact an agreement 


propaganda publicity especially selected to put forward one point of view 
~ usually political 


provocative likely to cause anger ora strong reaction, probably on purpose 


‘purge [n] removing opponents. For example, Stalin purged people who 
he suspected from his government 


radioactive fallout particles of radioactive material escaping into the 
‘atmosphere after a nuclear explosion 


reform [n,v] a change for the better (n) to make an improvement (v) 
regime a system or a government 


‘eglonal governments the governments of states, counties or regions ~ 
‘ot the whole country 


‘resolution (UN) a firm decision, a statement of agreement (issued by the 
United Nations) 


‘soundbite a short sentence or phrase used deliberately because it will be 
remembered 


spying gaining secret information and intelligence about another country, 
without it knowing 


‘stand-off a stalemate or deadlock 
‘suinynit meeting @ meeting of the heads of states or government 
‘warliaad the explosive head of a missile 
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